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THE MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDER 


T cannot be denied that there is a great and growing 
concern about the future among the medium and small 
builders, and this concern as regards the medium-sized 
builders appears to us to be justified. The small man 
can get a job during the war and can probably restart 
after without too great difficulty. The position of the 
medium-sized builder, however, with offices and yard 
and shops to maintain, together with a fair quantity of 
plant, is very different. 


With the virtual extinction of private and the probable 
contraction of public work as envisaged by Mr. Beaver 
and other Government spokesmen, the volume of 
business would in any case be insufficient to keep all the 
builders in profitable employment. To this must be 
added the fact that the bulk of present-day Government 
work is too large for the medium-sized builder to under- 
take. It is not merely a question of capital; that 
difficulty might be overcome by associations or groups. 
The difficulty is that he has neither the plant, experience 
or skill in organisation required for very large work. 
Indeed, the bulk of Government contracts to-day are 
more civil engineering than building work. The medium 
builder is suffering from the same €vil as that which has 
affected so many other trades—the particular type of 
work which he was competent to undertake is not at 
the moment required. 


If this were all, the problem, though ‘serious enough, 
would be simple. The solution would be to shut 
down for the-duration of the war and. restart after. 
But it does not appear to us that this is all the problem. 
The difficulties of to-day and those which may arise 
in the post-war period are not due merely to this war 
which, with the enormous amount of air-raid shelter 
work that has been required, has actually been kinder 
to the medium builder than was the last. The root 
of the trouble lies in the false boom of 1920-1932, 
which nearly doubled the number of building trade 
employers. In fact, the ranks of the builders during 
the last 20 years have become hopelessly congested, and, 
whether in war or peace, it would appear to us that 
there can be no lasting solution of this problem until 
that congestion has been relieved. 


But let us suppose that the number of medium 
builders is reduced, a result which is very likely to 
occur through the harsh necessities of war; will the 
position be satisfactory? It is doubtful: We are 
frequently told that the medium builder is the backbone 
of the industry. In the past, when all businesses were 
smaller, distances great and communications slow, 
this was doubtless true. The large firms—not by 
modern standards so very large—could not with con- 
venience or economy go into country districts, nor 
even trouble in the case of the smaller contracts with 


the outlying suburbs. The position of late, with com- 
munications easy and distances contracting, has been 
entirely different, and in the future it will be still 
more so. The small retail tradesman, to draw a 
parallel, was at one time regarded as the backbone of 
the country, but he has been largely superseded by 
co-operative and multiple shops, and that without any 
breakdown of the trade, such as the loss of a backbone 
implies. In fact, can the medium builder compete with 
the big firm, with his limited resources, narrower know- 
ledge and experience and restricted bargaining powers, 
buying too often from companies actually owned by his 
larger rivals, though apparently independent of them ? 
It seems to us very doubtful. 

Are, then, the medium builders to disappear? The 
answer would seem to lie in their willingness to give 
up their precarious independence. Group organisation 
may possibly be the remedy, and in this connection 
the short series of articles on the subject which we 
begin this week will be read with interest. The alter- 
native is the formation of genuine companies controlled 
by managing directors. How could such amalgamations 
be carried through? Not, we think, through trade 
organisations, new or old, consisting as they do and 
must of firms of largely varying size and capacity. 
With associations of trading firms whose object is profit, 
can the directors of a business with a considerable 
turnover be expected to lie awake at night worrying 
over the troubles of those with a turnover of £50,000 
or less? It is not reasonable to expect that they should. 
They are not disinterested philanthropists, but business 
men whose duty is to their shareholders, not to their 
competitors. 

Trade associations can function very well in so far 
as they deal with problems the solution of which is in 
the common interest, but if this is lacking they are not 
likely to function very successfully. The medium 
builders must guide their own fate, and there are those 
who think that they will best do so by amalgamation— 
in fact, by ceasing to be medium. On the other hand, 
one can point to the successful collaboration between 
contractors which took place in a recent Housing Scheme 
in the Midlands. (See The Builder, March 20 last.) 
Quite a different point of view emerges when one recalls 
the opinions of the architects-in-charge (Messrs. Edward 
Forshaw and Greaves) who “are confident from their 
experience on these sites that the local contractor can 
get a greater return per man-hour from his employees 
by his own closer touch with the work and the long- 
standing loyalty between master and man than can the 
larger impersonal contractor lacking these special 
qualities.” We should be interested to hear from our 
readers in all the constructional professions and trades 
where, in their belief, the answer lies. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Raid Damage at Bath. 

FurtuHer details are now available 
of the damage caused at Bath by the 
air raids on April 25 and 26.° The 
Assembly Rooms, designed in 1771 by 
John Wood the younger, have been 
burnt out; some of the stained glass 
of Bath Abbey has been smashed by 
blast, including the ‘“‘ Lantern of Eng- 
land” east window; the Theatre 
Royal, the Mineral Water Hospital 
end the Royal National Hospital for 
Rheumatic Diseases; the Abbey 
Church-house, and the Bath Forum 
School; and no fewer than nine 
churches of varying denominations 
have been injured in greater or lesser 
degree. Several houses in Royal 


Crescent have been damaged, and one 


corner of the Circus also. 


Llandaff Cathedral. 

AFTER sixteen months of disuse as the 
result of enemy action, Llandaff Cathe- 
dral has been reopened by the Bishop. 
Sir Charles Nicholson has ingeniously 
adapted the east end of the former 
cathedral church for an emergency 
cathedral. It includes the oldest parts 
of Llandaff Cathedral, the Norman 
arch over the high altar being much 
improved by taking away the altar 
steps and disclosing the bases of the 
shafts of the arch in their pleasing 
proportions. The upper storey of the 
Early English Chapter House remains 
wrecked, while the lower storey serves 
as a vestry. 


L.C.C. Town Planning Decisions. 


Unver Section 122 (2) of the London 
Building Acts (Amendment) Act, 1939, 
consents and refusals of consent under 
the London Building Acts and by-laws 
must be signed by the Superintending 
Architect; and under Standing Order 
273 (xv) the Architect issues decisions 
under approved town planning 
schemes when applications under the 
London Building Acts are also in- 
volved and he alone has reported to 
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the Town Planning Committee. This 


leaves it for the Clerk~-of the Council 
to issue decisions on applications 
under the Town and Country Planning 
(General Interim Development) Order, 
1933, the Restriction of Ribbon De- 
velopment (Provision of Means of 
Entrance and Egress to Buildings) 
London Order, 1936, and the London 
County Council (General Powers) Act, 
1933, Section 69 (Control from traffic 
point of view of establishment of 
petroleum filling stations). Applica- 
tions under all these latter Acts. are 
dealt with by the Town Planning Com- 
mittee. The Council has now decided 
that in future, in order to enable all 
decisions of the Town Pianning Com- 
mittee on any application to be incor- 
porated whenever possible in one 
letter, such letters shall be prepared 
and signed by the Architect. The 
Clerk of the Council, however, will 
continue to be responsible for the 
letter (except as regards the decision 
under the London Building Acts) when 
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a decision of another committee is alao 
involved which can appropriately he 
embodied in the same letter. 


Post-War Housing, St. Pancras. 

Sr. Pancras Borough Council have 
submitted to the L.C.C. a list of 21 
areas which they suggest are suitable 
for housing development after the 
war. In a report the Special Emer- 
gency Finance and General Purposes 
Committee state that the areas should 
be regarded as a first instalment. A 
large proportion of the houses in §t, 
Pancras, which in 1938 totalled 24,980, 
are stated to be over 80 years of age 
and of poor construction. At the end 
of the war a rapid return of popula- 
tion is visualised, and there is likely 
to be a serious shortage of accommoda- 
tion. ‘“‘ It is possible that emergency 
provision may have to be made,” 
states the report. 


Fife Planning Consultant Appointed. 

Tue Finance Committee of Fife 
County Council has now decided to 
appoint Mr. F. C. Mears, F.R.I.B.A., 
of Edinburgh, as Consultant under the 
Town and Country Planning Scheme, 
at a salary of £700 per annum for two 
years. 

The Finance Committee, at a recent 
meeting at Cupar, did not agree to the 
recommendation of the Town Planning 
Committee that Mr. Mears _ be 
appointed Town Planning Consultant 
for the county. Sir Thomas Erskine, 
of Cambo, said he could not help 
thinking, like Sir Patrick Dollan, 
Glasgow, that during the war was not 
the time to take up these things. Mr. 
J. M‘Arthur, Buckhaven, said it would 
be wrong to turn a whole staff on to 
the work, but surely it was wise to 
get some plan worked out in skeleton 
to know what they were after. It was 
finally agreed, before coming to a 
decision, that the Finance~Committee 
should hear a deputation from the 
Town Planning Committee, with the 
result now given in the initial para- 
graph. 

Domestic Planning and Design. 

C.E.M.A. and the Council of the 
British Institute of Adult Education 
announce the opening by the Rt. Hon. 
Sir Stafford Cripps, K.C., M.P., Lord 
Trivy Seal, of an exhibition of domes- 
tie planning and design- arranged by 
Miss Elizabeth Denby and Mr. Noel 
Carrington at the Exhibition Hall, St. 
Martin’s School of Art, 109, Charing 
Cross-road, W.C.2, on Friday, May 29 
at 3.30 p.m. The Rt. Hon. Viscount 
Sankey will preside. The exhibition 
will remain open until June 13 from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays. 


Prosecution by A.R.C.U.K. 

H. R. Butz, of Messrs. Nicklin and 
Bull, Estate Building, 79, Edmund- 
street, Birmingham, 3, was_ prose- 
cuted, at the instance of the Archit 
tects’ Registration Council, at Bir- 
mingham~ Petty Sessions on Tuesday, 
May 19, for unlawfully carrying on 
business under the title of architect, 
not being a person registered. under 
the Architects (Registration) Acts. 
The defendant was fined £5, with £2 2s. 
costs. 
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MEDIA-VAL ROOF BOSSES 
FURTHER RESEARCHES 


ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOCIETY LECTURE. 

A LECTURE On the above subject was 
given by Mr. C. J. Cave, M.A., 
F.S.A., before the Ecclesiological 
Society at St. Martin’s School of 
Art, Charing Cross-road, on April 
18, and coincided with the ccn- 
clusion of the exhibition entitled 
“Historic London Under Fire,” 
organised by this and three other 
societies. Str Ertc Mactaaan, Director 
of the Victoria and Albert Museum, in 
the chair, said that the exhibition, 
crganised for one week, had lasted for 
four owing to the continued public 
demand, It was desired that the pub- 
lic should realise the extent of the 
damage, but, on the cther hand, it 
should not be thought that all build- 
ings had vanished as completely as, 
say, St. Mildred, Bread-street. The 
Bishop of London’s committee had 
already spent several thousands on 
immediate repairs. The extent and 
nature of damage varied in every case. 
Introducing the lecturer, the speaker 
said that Mr. Cave had discovered 
medigeval sculptured details invisible 
to the naked eye by his telephoto 
lens. 

Mr. Cave traced the history of foli- 
age details from the late twelfth cen- 
tury onwards, and mentioned the 
* naturalistic ’’ type which prevailed 


from about 1270 to 1310. He then 
spoke of figure sculpture cn roof 
bosses and showed early examples 


from Worcester and Westminster. It 
is extremely common, he said, to find 
heads, human and other, with foliage 


issuing from the mouth, a_ motif 
perhaps traceable to Jack-in-the- 
Green. In England the rounded sur- 





PENTECOST, TEWKESBURY ABBEY 
(CIRCA 1325) 


face of the keystcne was carved, some- 
times very deeply; in France the 
surface was made flat, and if there 
were figures they were usually carved 
in a much shallower way as medal- 
lions. Often in France the surface 
was left blank with a hole into which 
a carving might be keyed later on. 


.Later French examples became very 


ornate, and heavy pendants were 
much more common than here. The 
lecturer called special attention to the 
bosses in the Norwich cloisters; the 
effect of cleaning was shown by 
photegraphs of one of the bosses 
before and after the cleaning. So 
covered with grime had the bosses 
been that a great authority mistook a 
figure of St. John for that cf a dol- 





THE EXPULSION 
(FIFTEENTH CENTURY) 
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CRUCIFIXION, EXETER 
(EARLY FOURTEENTH CENTURY) 


phin! Numerous scenes from the 
Book of Revelation in these cloisters 
were taken, according to the late 
M. R. James, from some _ eastern 
county manuscript of he Apocalypse. 
Figures cf beasts from a number of 
churches were obviously copied from 
medieval bestiaries. 

Mr. Cave said he had especially in- 
vestigated the painted roof of Peter- 
borough nave, which he thought as 
old as c. 1220, with its lozenge-shaped 
decorative panels. One view showed 
the casual pencil scribbling of a work. 
man im. 1827 done from a_ scaffold 
erected for repairs. Lastly, the lec- 
turer showed some unusual carved 
capitals, of late Norman date, now 
in St. Barthclomew’s Church, Hyde, 
near Winchester. 

The Chairman, in thanking the lec- 





CORONATION OF THE VIRGIN, LINCOLN 
ANGEL QUIRE (CIRCA 1270) 
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turer, thought taese came from Hyde 
Abbey, of which there were remains 
mear the church, and spoke of similar 
ones at the Reading Museum. 

Mr. W. W. Beorey, L.R.I.B.A., the 
organiser of the exhibiticn on behalf 
of the Society, wondered what would 
be the verdict of posterity on the 
bombing outrages, and hoped that, 
like Wren at old St. Paul’s, we should 
find a stone inscribed ‘‘ Resurgam ” 
to presage our rebuilding. 

Mr. CuHiIsHoLM Simpson, Chairman, 
hoped that a wider and organised 
study of bosses would follow the con. 
clusion of the war. H. V. M. R. 


THE REVIVAL OF GUILDS 
A HEREFORD EXPERIMENT 


By G. H. JACK, M.Inst.C.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
F.S.A. E 


Goop craftsmanship is admittedly 
one of man’s highest qualities. The 
unmatched productions of the capable 
men of the Middle Ages need no com- 
mendation; they speak for themselves. 
The masonry in our cathedrals, castles 
and bridges, and the woodwork in the 
churches and domestic buildings— 
Georgian, Queen Anne, and Adam— 
are not surpassed, if indeed equalled, 
by any modern work. 

All this was not achieved through any 
process of high wages and short hours. 
The point of view was different. Quality 
stood first. The Free Masons of early 
days were ‘‘free’’ to exercise their skill 
and individuality without being hampered 
by self-seeking and incompetence. This 
craftsmanship possessed a charm which 
is rare in modern work, and, in spite of 
inferior equipment, surpasses what is done 
to-day with the aid of every up-to-date 
facility. Where can the cause for this 
be found? I suggest, in the spirit in 
which the work was conceived and exe- 
cuted—the Guild spirit! 

Mass production is a necessity now; 
the motor-car industry is one instance. 
There are countless things that are neces- 
sary to everyday life which can be 
produced cheaper and better than by hand, 
which is all to the good. 

On the other hand, the standardisation 
and cramping of man’s personal capacity 
for design and execution is quite another 
matter. It means loss of interest in work 
for its own sake and a shrivelling of indi- 
viduality. 

It is said that craftsmanship is dying 

out, or is dead. The opportunity for 
exercising it is certainly diminished, but 
the right spirit and desire are still alive 
and eagerly waiting for opportunity. This 
has been proved by an experiment carried 
out in the county of Hereford some years 
ago. 
There are many fine stone bridges in the 
county, dating from the fourteenth down 
to the early part of the nineteenth century. 
Many of these were fcund to be incon- 
venient for modern fast and heavy traffic, 
and they had to be widened and 
strengthened, and sometimes  recon- 
structed. 

Up to the time of which I speak the 


work was done by contract, the lowest . 


tender being always accepted. The pre- 
paration of specifications for dealing with 
ancient structures proved difficult and 
often unsatisfactory, for the reason that it 
was impossible to foresee what would be 
found when the structure was opened up. 

I suggested that the work should be done 
by direct labour employed by the County 
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Council, and after some discussion and 
objection this was agreed to. 

Seaneh was made for country masons, 
carpenters and labourers, and a few were 
soon found who were glad of the oppor- 
tunity of practising their craft with the 
security of being employed by the County 
Council. These men were offered the best 
conditions under trades union rules, and, 
in addition, were given some facts about the 
character and history of the bridges upon 
which they were to be engaged, with a view 
to stimulating their personal interest. It 
was made quite clear that quality was the 
first essential to be aimed at. 

Ina very short time the changed outlook 
had a marked effect on the character of 
the work. For one thing, that charm 
which is associated with early building 
was recaptured. The men were contented 
and interested, and even enthusiastic in 
their work, so that both the bridges and 
the men had been improved by the pro- 


_cess. The cost (in money) was normal and 
reasonable. 
Later, these humble craftsmen were 


banded together in a Guild on the lines of 
a brotherhood which existed in the twelfth 
century. A short list of simple rules was 
drawn up and agreed to, and, I am glad to 
say, strictly complied with, apparently 
without effort. 

I see no reason why Guilds with much 
wider scope should not be established in 
every county. 

One advantage, quite apart from im- 
proved workmanship, would be_ the 
security of employment under such public 
bodies as the County Council. ‘The idea 
might be extended so as to include trades 
other than mason and carpenter, and 
indeed schools of craftsmanship might be 
started for the training of promising young 
men, who would thus have the inestimable 
advantage of the talented experience of 
older men. 

The care of our priceless ancient monu- 
ments, both of national and local import- 
ance, might very well be entrusted to the 
Guilds. The work done by men employed 
by the Office of Works on our abbeys and 
castles is an example of the good work of 
which our country craftsmen are capable. 





COMING EVENTS 
Friday, May 29. 

A.AS.T.A. Lonpon BrancH AND 
Mrxistry OF WorKS AND BUILDINGS 
Hovse Branch Jotnt MEETING. 
Alliance Hall, Palmer-street, S.W.1. 
“Winning the War at Home.”’: Technical 
Films. 7 p.m. 

British INSTITUTE OF ADULT Epuca- 
T1i0oN. Exhibition of Domestic Planning 
and Design. - St. Martin’s School of Art, 
109, Charing Cross-road, W.C.2. 3.30 p.m. 


Saturday, May 30. 
EccLestoLocicaL Society. Annual 
General Meeting. The Art Workers’ 
Guild, 6, Queen-square, W.C. 2.30 p.m. 


Monday, June 1. 

Livinc 1n Cim1es Exuisition. At 
School of Hygiene, Keppel-street, W.C. 
(Until July 1.) 

CHARTERED SurvEYORS’ INSTITUTION. 
Annual General Meeting. Great George- 
street, S.W. 5 p.m. 


Tuesday, June 2. 
Hovustnc Centre Luncn. Mr. Max 
Lock on “ Reconstruction Problems in 
Hull.” 13 Suffolk-street,S.W. 1 p.m. 


Saturday, June 6. 
InsTITUTE OF QuanTITY SURVEYORS. 
Annual General Meeting. ‘White 
Horse”’ Hotel, Birmingham. 3 p.m. 
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CHILDREN’S NEEDS IN 
RECONSTRUCTION 


DISCUSSION AT THE HOUSING 
CENTRE, 


A meeTING at the Housing Centre, 13, 
Suffolk-street, S.W.1, held on Tuesday, 
May 19, was called a Housing Brains 
Trust. Questions that had been asked by 
post were answered by Lady Allen of 
Hurtwood, Dr. Stead, Mr. Kean and 
others. Mr. E. J. Carter presided. 

Some of the questions asked and 
answered were of interest to builders and 
architects. _Qne was whether education 
was suffering from a lack of school build- 
ings as a result of bombing? 

Lady Allen said the Ministry of Health 
was putting up temporary buildings for 
nursery schools, and using a type of hut 
that had been rejected by the Army as 
unfit for human habitation. The Ministry 
might spend as much as £3,000 on such 
a structure. Judging from the experience 
of the last war, these temporary buildings 
would have a iife of at least fifty years, 
and great efforts should be made to see 
that they were not only suitable for the 
care of children now, but could be used 
for that purpose, or as clinics, etc., after 
the war. A building had been put up 
which was suitable not only for war-time 
needs, but with a few additions would be 
suitable for peace-time nurseries, and this 
building cost much less than the Ministry 
hut. 

Mr. E, Goldfinger said that with the 
means of construction we had to-day it 
was sometimes not much more expensive 
to put up a permanent structure than to 
put up a really suitable temporary one. 

Another question raised the problem of 
providing sleeping accommodation jor 
children in the case of a large family and 
low income. 

Mr. Kean said it was essential that each 
child should sleep ‘alone. The largest 
room in the house should be set aside as 
a dormitory and a separate bed provided 
for each child, 

Another speaker suggested cubicles. 

Lady Allen advocated that if two or 
more- children were sleeping in a room, 
bunks should be placed one above another 
so that each child might sleep alone and 
rs much floor space as possible be leit 
ree. 

Mr. Goldfinger said many people pre- 
ferred to put two or more children in bed 
together for the sake of warmth, but an 
inquiry into the cost of district heating 
had shown that it would be possible to 
provide from a central station heating at 
a very cheap rate for a district of, per- 
haps, two hundred thousand people. 

Dr. Stead said there was terrible over- 
crowding in schools at the present time. 
A fall in the birth rate would give some 
extra space, but this would be offset by 
the raising of the school-leaving age and 
a reduction in the size of classes. He was 
informed that plans had been prepared 
for a very large number of prefabricated 
schools. Some of the schools which had 
been bombed should have been demolished 
years ago. A school should be made with 
a durable framework, but it should be 
easily possible to reconstruct the inside 
of the building so as to meet changing 
needs. To-day we had a legacy of build- 
ings which had ceased to be of use for 
modern conditions, but no authority would 
face the problem of rebuilding. 

A question as to which floor a nursery 
should be on brought a consensus of 
opinion that the ground floor was best, 
but Lady Allen mentioned a nursery school 
in Saint Pancras which led on to a roof 
garden. The children had a place to play. 
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THE ENTRANCE FRONT, 


‘“DUKE’S LODGE,” HOLLAND PARK, KENSINGTON 
MR. W. J. KIEFFER, ARCHITECT. 


SITUATED IN HOLLAND PARK, THIS BLOCK OF FLATS IS PRO- 
vided with its own gardens and lawns, and garage 
accommodation is included for the tenants. The 
building has been designed in the Georgian manner 
externally and internally. The flats are of the four- 
to six-room type, and each flat is provided with a 
separate service entrance, and the kitchen quarters 


are disconnected from the living rooms by a small 
service hall entered from the main hall. The builders 
were Messrs. Adlards Farms, Ltd., and the sub- 
contractors were: cast stone, Allied Guilds, Ltd.; 
heating, Hadwins, Ltd.; electric lighting, City 
Electrical Co., Ltd.; and carving and decorations, 


James Walker (Architectural Decorations), Ltd. 
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GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 


467 





May 









































Pe "LOSLIHDUV “WOT “WMV ‘SOYWMGR HdlVe fT YW “IOLSIVA SIOOHDS GVOU NOLYIHLAd 
= 
Td Be Pes rk 











dos! 
afele vera 











468 





May 29 1942 





THE SOUTH FRONT. Below : 
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ENTRANCE TO GIRLS’ SCHOOL. 


PETHERTON ROAD SCHOOL, BRISTOL 
MR. J. RALPH EDWARDS, A.R.W.A., F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


For Bristot EpucATION COMMITTEE, THIS JUNIOR 
mixed school was designed by Mr. J. Ralph Edwards, 
A.R.W.A., F.R.1.B.A., the quantity surveyors being 
Messrs. Bernard & Son, F.S.I. Accommodation is 
as shown on plans, and is for 450 junior mixed 
children in nine classrooms, with assembly hall 
(1,800 ft. sup. with stage), staff rooms, cloak rooms, 
drying rooms and usual offices. Materials used 
were: external brickwork, golden brown rustics ; 
dressings, precast stone ; pitched roofs, sand-faced 
pantiles, and flat roofs, asphalted on boarding. 


The builders were Messrs. E. A. W. Poole & Son, of 
Bristol. Sub-contractors were : electric work, F. K. 
Orum ; heating, Skinner, Board & Co. ; structural 


steelwork, Stock & Collings; metal windows, 
Gardiner, Sons & Co., Ltd. ; wood floorings, Horsley, 
Smith & Co., Ltd.; asphalt roofing, Asphalt 
Specialists, Ltd. ;-faience dadoes, Shaws Glazed 
Brick Co., Ltd. ; cloakroom fittings, James Gibbons, 
Ltd. ; facing bricks and roofing tiles, Cattybrook 
Brick Co., Ltd., and sanitary fittings, Adamsez, 
Ltd. 











470 


A HOUSING SCHEME 


THE BUILDER 


IN THE 


MIDLANDS 
MR. H. R. SURRIDGE, L.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


GENERAL.—THIS HOUSING SCHEME, 
consisting of 40 houses, has been de- 
signed and carried out under the 
direction of Mr. H. R. Surridge, 
L.R.I.B.A. The supervising -assistant 
was Mr. A. W. Whydale, L.R.I.B.A., 
and the clerk of works Mr. R. 
Streather. The houses are all of the 
three-bedroom non-parlour type. Type 
A has a through living-room which, 
facing north, obtains the benefit of a 
south aspect by the back window, and, 
‘a addition, has a satisfactory elevation 
to the front. Type B, which has an 
east or west aspect for the living-room, 
gives, by reason of compact planning, 
a more economical plan, but loses the 
small attraction of an entrance hall. 


An idea of the character of the eleva- 
tions can be obtained from the views 
given, but reference to the illustrations 
gives no idea of the colour of the brick- 
work and the reconstructed stonework, 
which is a most pleasant feature in this 
scheme. The reconstructed stone sills 
and door surrounds are made with 
‘“Weldon”’ stone aggregate, which 
blends with the general mellow sandy 
colour of the brickwork. 


CONSTRUCTIONAL OUTLINE. ~ (See 
section.) 

SrructurE.—Walls: Il-in.~ cavity 
brickwork; outer skin of ‘‘ Whitwick ” 
bricks; inner skin of Flettons. 

Partitions: 4}in. brickwork, or 
2}-in. ‘‘ Pioneer ’’ blocks. 

D.P.C.—Walls: Two courses of blue 
brick. 


Other openings: Bitumen. 


Ground floors: Face gravel fill; 4-in. 
1: 2: 4 site concrete screeded level. 
Note.—In the ground floors of living- 





GROUND FLOOR PLAN | 


PLANS OF TYPE B HOUSE. 


rooms a layer of building paper is in- 
serted between the site concrete and 
the 2-in. thick screeded finish. 

First floors: 5-in. solid concrete 
slab. 





STAIR UNITS IN POSITION IN STAIRCASE. 
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Roofs: 5-in. solid concrete slab or 
7-in. hollow clay-tile construction. 


Staircases: Precast reconstructed 
stone. 

OrHer Detaits.—Doors and _ door. 
frames: Timber. 

Windows: Standard steel. 

Window sills: External, recon. 


structed stone; internal, quarry tiles, 
Chimney cappings: 
edge. 


Blue brick on 


FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


Door surrounds: Reconstructed 
stone. 

FinisHes.—Floors: Living-rooms 
and bedrooms, ‘“‘ Granolithic ’’; else- 
where, quarry tiles. 

Walls and ceilings: Plaster. 

Roofs: 3-in. average thickness § 
foamed slag screed to falls; bitumi- 
nous felt. 

CONSTRUCTIONAL Deraits. — Stair- 
cases: Reconstructed stone stair-units 
built into a typical staircase. 
adjoining illustration.) 

Doors surrounds and window sills: 
It should be noted that for the larger 
windows the sills are constructed in 
two sections, with a central joint, i.e., 
joggle-jointed at one end dnd stooled 
at the other. 


(See 


Left: TYPICAL SECTION. 


Below: TYPICAL RECONSTRUCTED STONE 
SURROUND AND CANOPY TO FRONT 
ENTRANCE. 
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THE SMALLER BUILDERS: PROPOSED GROUP 


ORGANISATION—PART | 
BY D. G. HOWARD 


Mr. T. Howarth, O.B.E., J.P., newly-elected President of the National Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
gave some account at a meeting last week of problems facing the building industry. He especially mentioned apprenticeship 
which, as a result of the calls of National Service, coupled with the uncertainty which surrounded the medium and small 
builder, was fast on the decline. Skilled craftsmen, he said, would be required in large numbers after the war, for builders 


did not want to see foisted on the community temporary buildings. 


There would be an interim period at the end of 


hostilities, and every effort should be made to see that permanent buildings were erected. What he would call the “ medium 
builder” had played a large part in fostering apprenticeship, and the big firms, who now were benefiting by it, owed 


something to those builders. 


At present it looked as though many of the smaller builders might have to go; this would strike a heavy blow at the — , 


building industry, for with 9} million houses the small builder was essential for maintenance. 


For the present, a proportion 


of contracts should be handed to them, and the principle of putting out sub-contracting work as large contracts should be 


put into operation on a larger scale ; at present it was little other than a promissory note. 


For the future, a definite building 


programme was required ; we could not, should not, depend upon the blitz for work.—‘* The Builder,” February 20, 1942. 


At the present time the majority of Government building 
contracts are being placed with large contractors, and it 
seems likely that this practice will continue for some time 
to come. This state of affairs is a source of grave concern 
to the building industry, because the small and medium- 
sized contractors are threatened with extinction 
something can be done to give them a fair share of the 
available building work. 


Let us consider for a moment the reasons for the present state 
of affairs. The primary cause of the present distribution (or the 
lack of distribution) of work is the fact that it is contended 
that small and medium-sized contractors are not able to under- 
take the large contracts which the Government are handing out, 
and that it is not possible or expedient to subdivide the contracts 
any further. 

Very well. We will accept the fact that contracts must for 
the time being be kept fairly large, and ask ourselves whether 
the present system of letting these contracts to a few very large 
firms each employing thousands of men is entirely satisfactory. 

The large contractor admittedly possesses many apparent 
advantages over the medium-sized contractor—his experience of 
large-scale organisation, extensive plant, and, due to the scale 
of his operations, his overheads are much lower in relation to 
the volume of work handled. On the other hand, however—and 
this is very important—it is doubtful whether he is able to 
exercise proper supervision over such a large number of work- 
men, and it is highly improbable that he would be able to get 
the best out of such a vast army of workmen as is usually 
employed on these contracts. The fact that the Government has 
been compelled to introduce a system of payment by results is 
evidence of this assertion. The size of the project is usually so 
large and so remote from the contractors’ headquarters that the 
workmen do not come in contact with the principals and are 
given little inééntive to exert themselves; in fact, there is 
almost a complete absence of esprit de corps. The substitution 
of money payments may have some good results, but it certainly 
does not make the men any happier or contented; in fact, it 
often has the reverse effect. 

The medium-sized contractor, however, is able to exercise much 
closer supervision over his workmen, and he usually has some 
excellent foremen and key men upon whom he can place a good 
deal of reliance. On the other hand, he is unable, by himself, 
to undertake the execution of a large contract, and his overhead 
expenses in respect of tendering, hire of plant, measuring and 
settling final accounts are higher in proportion to his annual 
turnover than those of the large contractor. ‘ 

Our task is to find some means of securing for the medium- 
sized contractor the advantages of large-scale organisation, which 
are mostly financial and at present belong solely to the large 
contractor, whilst retaining the advantages which he already 
possesses, arising from personal supervision, variety of experi- 
ence and method, and individual enterprise and initiative— 
qualities which are apt to become lost when an organisation 
grows too large. 

The object of this scheme is to secure the efficient grouping 
of large, medium and small-sized firms of builders and contrac- 
tors in such a manner as to enable them to secure’ contracts from 
all the appropriate Government Departments and other authori- 
ties, and having secured contraets, to allocate the work to the 
individual. firms in a fair and equitable manner, thereby pre- 
serving their individual status without in any way sacrificing 
the overriding need for speed and efficiency. 

Let us consider in some detail the method of forming groups, 
and the type of constitution which it would be advisable to 
adopt to secure the efficient working thereof. 


unless ° 


Formation of Group. 

In forming a group, which might consist of anything from six 
to twenty-four firms, a great deal of care should be exercised to 
obtain a well-balanced group of builders and contractors possess- 
ing a wide variety of experience and technical ability. The size 
of the individual firms would doubtless vary considerably, and 
although each firm would have a definite voice in the running 
of the group, it must be remembered that good leadership is 
always essential, and this would surely be forthcoming from 
among its more experienced members. Furthermore, it would 
obviously be undesirable to have a group composed of all rather 
small builders or all fairly large firms. Each type of firm could 
play a valuable part in a group, but it must be a well-balanced 
group to ensure the best results. 


The Group Company. 

Each group so formed would first undertake the task of pro- 
moting a limited liability company, and each contractor would 
take up shares therein. The number of shares taken up by any 
one contractor would vary according to the size and capacity of 
his firm, but a definite limit, both maximum and minimum, 
would be imposed. 


Management. 

The management of the company would be carried out by a 
board of directors, consisting of one director from each of the 
firms in the group; each director receiving a very nominal fee 
to cover his expenses only. The board would appoint a secretary 
at a salary appropriate to the size of the company, and either 
a general manager, a managing director, or two joint managing 
directors, according to the needs of the company. 


Qualifications. ) 

Right of entry into a group would be reserved to bona-fide 
builders and contractors only, and each firm would have to 
satisfy the board that their principals were themselves competent 
technicians, and not merely financiers employing technical staff. 
Each firm must also be an elected member of a properly consti- 
tuted Trade Association. 

Next we have to consider how the group companies would 
operate and what measures it would be necessary to adopt to 
secure a fair distribution of work without sacrificing efficiency 
and individual enterprise—both of which are of vital national 
importance now, and, indeed, at all times. 


Securing Contracts. 

The group companies, and nof* the individual firms, would 
undertake the task of seeking contracts from all the appropriate 
Departments of’ State and other building owners and/or their 
duly appointed architects. Each company would, no doubt, find 
it convenient to appoint a small committee charged with this 
particular task. There is ample evidence that the Government 
have begun to realise the need for a fairer distribution of 
building work, but the difficulty has been to apply the principle 
in actual practice, under existing conditions. If, therefore, the 
companies, representing groups of builders and contractors who 
have individually carried out a wide variety of building work, 
both privately and for the Government, were to approach the 
various Departments of State for contracts, on a fair competitive 
basis, such requests, if energetically pursued, could hardly be 
ignored. 


Tendering. 

Tenders would be prepared by the. expert staffs of the com- 
panies, and not by the indjvidual contractors, thus saving the 
absurd duplication ‘of this important section of the builder’s job. 
All tenders could be approved by the board of each company, 
or by a small committee appointed by the board, before sub- 
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mission, and in the formulation of prices the experience of each 
individual firm would be considered. Competition would not 
be ruled out, but would be limited to rival groups, and a far 
greater degree of accuracy in tendering could be achieved. This 
would surely be the beginning of the end of the vicious system 
(or chaos) of cut-throat competition, which for all too long has 
been a feature of the building industry. 


Allocation of Work. 

Assuming that group company ‘‘A’”’ has secured a contract, 
it would be for the board to decide upon the manner in which 
the work should be allocated. This decision would depend, to 
some extent, upon the nature of the contract and the suitability 
of the individual firms for the particular job. Perhaps half 
the firms in the group would be busy and not wish to participate 
in this particular contract. This would narrow down the number 
of firms-to, say, six, assuming that the group comprised twelve 
firms. It might then be decided that the job could best be 
carried out by four firms. The final allocation of the work could 
thus be determined in a fair and equitable manner, and the 
same procedure would operate with all subsequent contracts, 
and a proper rotary system could be evolved to do justice to all 
members of the group. 

With regard to the private contracting work normally carried 
out by each individual firm, this would continue as before. 
However, in the case where a contractor is desirous of tendering 
for a particular job, which is open to competition, he must 
notify his company, and in the event of notifications being 
received from more than one contractor in the same group, 
then the company alone would submit a tender. If the 
contract was secured the work would be allocated to one of 
the contractors if it were a fairly small job, or divided between 
the two contractors if it were sufficiently large to justify such 
a course. 


Execution of Contract. 

Next, we have to deal with the actual execution of the contract 
which, as we have seen, has been entrusted to four contractors. 

(a) Prant.—The group company would furnish all plant neces- 
sary for the proper execution of the contract, and each con- 
tractor would be charged. a small percentage for the use thereof, 
and to provide a fund for replacements. The plant ‘‘ pool ”’ 
would -be formed, in the first. place, by all members of the 
group contributing in proportion to their respective holdings 
in the company, and receiving payment in the form of fully 
paid shares. Subsequent additions to the ‘‘ pool,’’ other than 
replacements, which might become necessary by reason of an 
increase in the volume of work, would be paid for out of the 
capital resources of the company. Any heavy mechanical plant 
which it might become necessary to hire would be charged direct 
to the contractors using same. 

(b) Buying Deparrment.—The company would maintain a 
buying department, which would undertake to secure competi- 
tive quotations for all the principal building materials required 
for each contract. Orders placed through the department would 
be chargeable direct to the individual contractors’ accounts, the 
company merely acting as an agent. This service would be 
quite optional, but in practice it would no doubt be of con- 
siderable assistance to contractors and would save a great deal 
of duplication of work. . Furthermore, the buying department 
could not only procure all permits, licences, etc., for the whole 
job, but also co-ordinate the deliveries of materials to the site. 
The department could interview all representatives of manu- 
facturers and merchants, and investigate the possibilities of new 
materials and generally keep the contractors informed on such 
matters without the necessity of each contractor wasting a lot 
of time in this direction. 

(c) Acent.—The group company would employ an agent on 
the site, with a suitable staff, to co-ordinate the work of the 
individual contractors, and to maintain contact with the architect. 
and/or other representatives of the building owner. The agent 
would be responsible for the arrangements with the local Labour 
Exchanges and Trade Unions for the provision of labour and 
the subsequent allocation of the labour thus procured to the 
various contractors on the site. Again, the agent would seek 
to secure the fullest use being made of all plant on the site by 
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arranging a central dump to which all plant would be returned 
after use. Naturally, each contractor would be- responsible 
for the proper care of the plant issued to him and for its 
subsequent return in the same condition, subject only to fair 
wear and tear. js 


Payment. 

During the progress of the work the company, as principals, 
would make application for payments on account in the usual 
way, and corresponding payments would be made to the indi- 
vidual contractors. The actual measurement of the work and 
the settlement of the final accounts with the building owner 
would be undertaken by the expert staff of the company, which 
would save a great deal of duplication of work and thus effect 
a considerable saving in the expenses of each contractor. The 
value of work executed by each contractor would then be deter- 
mined by the company’s surveyors and agreed with him. The 
company would retain an agreed percentage to cover the cost of 
services rendered—viz., tendering, provision of plant, co-ordina- 
tion services, measurement and settlement of accounts. 


Labour. 

Now it is a well-recognised fact that, with the exception of 
some foremen of trades and key men, builders and contractors 
are for the most part unable to give regular employment to 
workmen, and in consequence when a contractor secures a con- 
tract he is largely dependent upon casual labour. This system 
is highly unsatisfactory both to employers and operatives, and 
in consequence it is definitely against the best interests of the 
industry and the community which it serves. In the past there 
has always been a large percentage of unemployment in the 
industry, and the fear of unemployment not only weighs heavily 
upon the shoulders of most workmen (and employers), but also 
is the root cause of many of the evils which we all know exist, 
but for which no effective cure has been found. 

Let us consider the probable effect of the extensive adoption 
of the group system upon this all-important question. Would 
it not be possible for a group of twelve contractors to give 
absolutely regular employment to, perhaps, six hundred men? 
For instance, assuming that at a given time six contractors in 
a group of twelve have been engaged on a large hutting contract ; 
the brickwork is practically finished, and under present cir- 
cumstances perhaps 100 bricklayers would soon have to be 
discharged, but in the meantime the other six contractors in 
the same group have started another job within reasonable 
distance to which the bricklayers can be transferred without 
undue difficulty. 


Group Employment Department. 

A Group Employment Department could be established and a 
proper register kept showing the name, trade qualifications and 
experience of each workman employed by the group. Thus by 
the exercise of a little skill and foresight it might be possible- 
to furnish the greater part of each contractor's requirements 
as regards labour, and at the same time ensure regularity and 
continuity of employment to all workmen whose names were 
enrolled upon the group register. Surely this regularity of 
employment by a group of reputable builders and. contractors 
would encourage the very best type of workman—the man who 
in return for reasonable security of employment and decent 
working conditions would give a fair and unstinting measure of 
service to his employers. Again, the group’s labour force would 
comprise tradesmen of all types possessing a wide variety of 
skill and experience, and by the exercise of a little care and 
foresight the group employment department could secure for 
each contractor just the right types of workmen for the particular 
job in hand. 

To carry this argument still further, consider what effect the 
possession of a large and reliable labour force would have upon the- 
ability of a group to secure contracts. Does it not follow that 
the group would be able to tender with absolute confidence, 
secure in the knowledge that they could, in fact, carry out the 
contract without having to face the hazards of an uncertain 
labour market? Would not this fact alone weigh heavily in 
favour of a group when the question of selection of contractors 
is being considered by the building owner and/or his architect? 


(To be continued.) 











RED CROSS NEEDS 
EMPLOYERS’ HELP 


Workers in 40,000 industrial and com- 
mercial establishments throughout England 
and Wales are now contributing an 
average of £37,000 a week to_ the 
people’s Red Cross Penny-a-Week Fund. 
Altogether they have raised nearly 
£2,000,000. This fine achievement reflects 
the greatest credit not only on the men 


and women workers, but upon their em- 
ployers, who have helped to make it 
possible. Recent events in the Far East 
have added considerably to Red Cross and 
St. John commitments, and the need for 
a substantial increase in income has there- 
fore become a matter of great urgency. In 
order to carry out all its obligations to the 
full the organisation now needs a revenue 
of approximately £100,000 every week. As 
the gifts of wealthy individuals and 


groups become fewer—as of necessity they 
must—the pennies of the people will have 
to play a greater part in the task of sus- 
taining the Red Cross. Employers every- 
where can help to accomplish this by 
bringing the Fund to the notice of their 
workers, and by affording facilities for- 
collection. Particulars may be had on 
application to the Red Cross Penny-a- 
Lb Fund, .2/3, Norfolk-street, London,,. 
W.C.2. 


~\ 
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By F.1,0.B. 
4.—FOREMAN AND CLERK OF WORKS. 


As with estimators, so with foremen and 
clerks of works we find no definite educa- 
tional syllabus, nor any agreed standard 
by which competence can be measured. 

ere, again, we are relying on old- 
fashioned methods, which served well 
enough in the days of our fathers but are 
not suitable to the modern world, with its 
much greater complexity and feverish 
haste. Most foremen in the past were 
trained by the firms which employed 
them; they started very often as appren- 
tices, then became mechanics, then lead- 
ing men, and finally, if they appeared 
suitable, were tried out on small contracts 
as foremen, and then, if a success, were 
entrusted with large ones. Sometimes 
they were men who, having been taken on 
as leading men by foremen and shown 
promise, were then promoted to being fore- 
men themselves. Frequently such fore- 
men remained with one firm all their 
working lives. 

This system required for its successful 
working first, a regular trade and, 
secondly, a number of small contracts as 
well as large. It also presupposed that a 
foreman’s only duties lay in the manage- 
ment of labour and in the erection of a 
building in accordance with the plans and 
specification. These drawings and specifi- 
cations were extremely detailed, so much 
so that no man of ordinary intelligence 
could go wrong. This fact also enabled 
a foreman to look ahead with reasonable 
certainty (though, of course, variations 
occurred then as now) and made the man- 
agement and co-ordination of labour very 
much easier. By-laws and legal enact- 
ments affecting the running of a contract 
though they of course existed, were far 
simpler and fewer in number than to-day. 


Uncertainty of Employment. 


This has all been changed. The whole 
trend since 1919 has been of an entirely 
different character. The general uncer- 
tainty of trade, the jumping from boom 
to slump and slump to boom, has made 
it more and more difficult to maintain fore- 
men continuously in work. The fact that 
the basis of the industry has become more 
and more a matter of finance rather than 
one of practical experience has intensified 
the trouble. The manager, the practical 
man, knows that the good foreman is 
worth his weight in gold, and that it is 
not wasteful to keep him on, even though 
doing nothing for a time, but the financier 
will too often have none of it. If there 
is no work for him he must go, and look- 
ing at the advertisements he points out 
that plenty of others can be picked up 
when necessary. they can, but they 
are not necessarily any good, while refer- 
ences are frequently misleading. Too 
many firms, having found that a man is 
unsatisfactory, have no compunction in 
foisting him on to someone else. There is 
no agreed standard by which his value can 
be assessed. Again, a firm may be very 
busy and yet not have a sufficiency of 
small contracts to train foremen on, while 
the much lower level of profits than in the 
past makes them chary of trying the 
experiment when per: can, 

More important still, the qualities which 
a successful foreman must possess have 
increased enormously.. He must not only 
still be a good manager of men, the diffi- 
culties of which have alone increased con- 
siderably, but he has to-day other duties 
unknown to the foremen of times past. 
In the majority of cases he will be working 
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SOME POST-WAR EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS OF 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


on a rushed job, the erection of which in 
the quickest possible time, so that divi- 
dends may be earned on it and money 
brought in against heavy ground rents, js 
vital. Even in the case of work which 
is not commercially important, the same 
demand is made, 


Effect of Rushed Building. 


Rushed building has become a fetish. 
All this means not only rush in putting 
up the building, but in preparing drawings 
and specifications, Gone are the careful 
details, $ in. and full size, accurate even 
to the courses of the brickwork and the 
lap of the slates. Eighth-scale plans and 
sections which, as a well-known surveyor 
once said, follow the line of least assist- 
ance, are all which in the majority of 
cases are provided or can be under the 
circumstances, with the result that the 
foreman can rarely see more than a short 
distance ahead of him, and must always 
be on the look-out for snags. . 

Beyond this the .regulations governing 
the employment..and welfare of labour 
have increased in complexity. The filling 
up of forms alone may keep him hours 
in his office. He also requires a knowledge 
of quantities and the method of dealing 
with variation accounts. He is quite fre- 
quently left to measure with sub-contrac- 
tors and even with the surveyor. He also 
has to keep a check on costs. In fact, 
he is left with many duties which should 
be taken over by someone from the head 
office, but which in a period of low prices 
and a consequent desire to reduce over- 
heads are frequently piled on him. 

The result is that whereas in the past 
his duties were comparatively simple, and 
could easily be undertaken by an intelli- 
gent artisan, he now has to shoulder duties 
which require far more education and 
knowledge. Some foremen have acquired 
these qualifications, some have not, and 
in the absence of any known test it is 
difficult, except by trial and error, to find 
out whether a man has or not, 


Management of Labour. 

The answer to this problem is not easy, 
for there is one quality which can be tested 
only by experience—viz., the ability to 
manage labour. Many foremen, who are 
competent in every other respect, let their 
labour run away with them, and are con- 
sequently useless; others who are good in 
this way are so hopeless in every other 
respect that their one virtue is nullified. 
The technical institutes could, however, do 
a great deal in this direction. They could 
have advanced courses for foremen and 
would-be foremen, and give a diploma for 
the knowledge which such men require. 
As regards management of labour, builders 
must, as always, take their chance and, 
after all, if they cost their contracts accur- 
ately as they proceed the risk is not so 
great. 

_ As regards clerks of works, the problem 
is very much the same as for foremen, 
with the very important difference that 
they do not have to deal with labour, so 
that the same examination would serve. 
crmeratse | of the sort is required, for the 
quality of clerks of works is very erratic. 
Some are highly experienced and a great 
help to the foremen; others are appallingly 
ignorant and do not know the rudiments 
of their job. Frequently they are paid too 
little to attract the best men. I am sug- 
gesting something very similar to the 
examinations for N.C.O.s in the Army and 
the corresponding ranks in the Navy. 

(T'o be concluded.) 
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EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War- 
time difficulties and recent Emergency 
legislation will be answered by a special 
staff of contributors. Questions, addressed 
to the Editor, should be accompanied by 
a stamped addressed envelope. 


Wooden Houses. 

Simr,—Z/s it still possible to erect a 
ready-made wooden dwelling-house in a 
country district—a properly designed 
house, not a shack? If permissible, to 
whom does one apply for permission to 
build ? F. B. 

A correspondent writes: In the’ first 
place, querist should be informed that, by 
the amended Regulation 56a of the 
Defence (General) Regulations, after April 
14, 1941, no building operation of any kind 
(including a wooden dwelling-house) can 
be commenced without the licence of the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings if it is 
estimated to cost more than £100. Cer- 
tainly the proposed new dwelling-house 
would not obtain a licence. 

Apart from this, it is quite possible to 
erect the wooden house proposed. Querist 
would first have to submit plans to the 
local authority concerned; but~ since a 
wooden building is considered to be one 
constructed of materials which are short- 
lived, the local authority has power, under 
Section 53 of the Public Health Act, 
1936, to reject the plans, or, in passing the 
plans; to fix a period on the expiration of 
which the building must: be removed ; not- 
withstanding that the plans conform with 
the by-laws. 


DOMESTIC OFFICES 
EQUIPMENT AND MAINTENANCE. 


SpeakinG before the Royal Society of 
Arts on May 13, Miss HeLen Masters, 
B.Sc. (Head of the Domestic Science 
Training College, Battersea Polytechnic), 
said that provided that standardisation 
was based on specifications which had been 
drawn up by those who had a sound know- 
ledge and practical understanding ef her 
requirements, the way would seem to be 
clear as far as the housewife was con- 
cerned for the introduction of the stan- 
dard kitchen and scullery components, 
wall-sections and shelving, built-in hot 
water and heating units, and other fit- 
ments suggested by Mr. Howard Robert- 
son and also by Mr. Yerbury. 

‘The housewife,’’ she added, ‘‘ should 
be credited with having enough sense to 
realise that some limitation of her personal 
choice of equipment and fittings is likely 
to be more than compensated for by having 
domestic offices and equipment planned. 
designed and fitted as an integral part of 
the house. Limitation of her personal 
choice of equipment need not mean limita- 
tion of her opportunities to display her 
originality and prowess as a housewife. 
More particularly is the housewife 
likely to welcome standardisation if it 
would mean that she could count not only 
on good layout and design, but also on 
good and durable materials, good work- 
manship and finish, and a good supply of 
hot water, as well as being saved the pin- 
pricks of daily annoyance caused by equip- 
ment so fitted that dust-traps are formed 
in places inaccessible to cleaning, or by 
unnecessary festoons in the piping; by 
cold-water pipes laid in too close proximity 
to the hot-water pipes or to the larder, 
and so exposed that trouble is likelysto 
arise everv time there is a frost; sinks 
fixed at the wrong height or in a bad 
light—to mention only a few of the more 
common bugbears.”’ 











Onl Ct th ah ee ei ek ei i os kn im 











May 29 1942 


THE BUILDER 


POST-WAR PLANNING 


DEBATE IN HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Mr. A. C. Bossom raised, in the House 
of Commons, the question of the sending 
of a representative of the Ministry of 
of Works and Buildings to America, a 
plan which, he said, was impracticable-and 
might create a serious situation. To give 
the best to the nation in the way of post- 
war planning would require a thorough 
review to be made of the many phases of 
the building industry if we were going to 
avoid a repetition of the wastes and 
troubles that had occurred in connection 
with war-time building. He saw no signs 
of a comprehensive programme being 
issued by the Ministry. When the war 
ended it would require at least one and a 
half to two years of actual preparatory 
work to start building to good plans, good 
laws and a good building system. There 
should be included in the preparatory 
work a real programme of _ procedure, 
worked out in detail. New laws would 
have to be passed, new decisions carried 
out and education to be done before owners 
or public authorities or architects could 
start designing the post-war buildings. The 
Ministry of Works and Buildings had not 
fully comprehended all the great differences 
between this country and the United 
States. There were the climatic condi- 
tions. In the-U.S. the climate was dry 
and there was a lot of sunlight. Here it 
wa damp and often sunless. The system 
of work was entirely dissimilar and the 
temperament of the people entirely 
different. The life desired for the build- 
ings, too, was entirely different. Their 
buildings were often only intended to last 
a short time, . Here we often expected our 
buildings to last a century. In the U.S. 
a building was a team operation—the 


owner, architect, builder, foreman and 
operative all worked together and had 
fairly full knowledge of each other’s 


desires. ‘‘ In this country,’ declared Mr. 
Bossom, ‘“‘ you would think you were 
handling special war-time secrets if you 
wanted to find out what an owner or 
architect is going to do.” 

That (he continued) introduced a difficult 
situation for anyone who was going to the 
U.S. for the first time. This investigator 
was careful and conscientious, no doubt, 
but he was going in a hurry and had just 
eight weeks in which to review all this 
vast building education problem. He was 
very liable to get a wrong impression. 
There were very many great centres uf 
education in the architectural and building 
recrang | in America, and no one could 
bring back a reasonable report without 
having gone at least to Columbia Univer- 
sity, to Pennsylvania and to Harvard. In 
Chicago they taught an entirely different 
range of subjects. After the war we were 
going to have a lot more girls and women 
in architectural and building offices, so 
that the Middle-Western Universities, 
which were co-educational, must also be 


visited. Then he must go to Leland Stan-' 


ferd University, in California, and to 
Texas, if he wanted to know what was 
being done in some of the most modern 
methods of construction. 

This British visitor would have to look 
at the work, training and education in 
the U.S. of architects, designers, foremen 
and operatives. He would have to in- 
vestigate the work of the managers. The 
manager in America was a different person 
from anyone we had in this country. We 
had no parallel to him at all. Then the 
U.S. could teach us a lot about ventila- 
tion, plumbing, fire protection and heat- 
ing. The way they treated oil over there 
was an example of how infinitely further 
thé small house in the U.S. was advanced 


in the way of heating. One could go 
into a bedroom and turn a switch; the 
oil in a furnace in the basement would be 
turned on, and in 20 minutes the house 
would be at any required temperature. 
We could not do that anywhere in this 
country. Concrete, steel, hollow-tile work, 
plastics, metal and glass must all form 
part of the educational study of building 
in America if we were to get full benefit 
from the review, but they differed 
materially from British practice. 

All these things were only the bits and 
pieces that went into a building. What 
about the buildings themselves? He would 
not suggest studying skyscrapers because 
we did not need them here, but there was 
need to study the standardisation they 
brought into being. Then there were 
hospitals, schools, hotels, office buildings 
and cinemas that should be studied, be- 
sides all the numerous gadgets that were 
put into buildings, many of which we 
did not use or did not want to use. A 
careful study would be needed, however, 
to find out those we wanted and those we 
did not want. We were worried to-day 
about our coal production. Had we 
made use of insulating materials, and had 
we insulated our windows as they had 
done in the U.S., it might have been 
possible to save anything from 15 to 20 
per cent. of our coal consumption. 
America claimed that she had saved 
about 30 per cent. by using insulating 
materials and by protection round win- 
dows. That was a subject we ought to 
look into with the utmost care, and no 
preliminary review, made in eight weeks, 
would be of much value unless it took all 
these details into account. 

All the various phases of the architec- 
tural profession and the building industry 
needed comprehensive review. Again, 
architectural drawings and _ specifications 
were prepared in a different way in 
America from the way we prepared. them 
here. There was the question, too, of 
quantities, in connection with war-time 
building programme costs. They did not 
use them at all in America, yet every 
building that was started here had the 
most elaborate quantities. Then the 
forms of contract and sub-contracts were 
different in the two countries, and a casual 
review of these arrangements was apt to 
be misleading. The system of the time 
and progress schedule was another matter 
of which we had heard from the Treasury 
bench we were not yet ready to use. It 
was conceded both on this side of the 
Atlantic and the other that if that system 
were properly applied the same building 
could be built in Britain or the United 
States at the same cost, though the brick- 
layer in America would get five times the 
weekly wage that was paid in England, 
and the plumber and the carpenter would 
get 35 times the wage, and the American 
building would be completed in about two- 
thirds of the time required for the British 
counterpart. That system was of such 
tremendous importance that it -ought to 
be investigated with great thoroughness. 
Again, we had not made use of the 
chemical aids to building to anything like 
the extent that had been done abroad. 


He thought it was an unfortunate waste 
of time and public money to send a man 


‘across the Atlantic to make a journey of 


not less than 15,000 miles, all to be done 
in eight weeks, and to attempt to cover 
such a wide field of investigation. It 
was an impossible task; one man could 
not do it in 50 years. Satisfactory results 
for building industry education would 
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only be obtained by looking into this 
whole question, which was a highly tech- 
nical one, in a thorough way. No casual 
investigation would justify itself. He 
hoped the Ministry would take up this 
subject seriously and not forget their own 
recommendation to send over quickly a 
full representative committee embracing 
men representing the labour side, the 
material side, the engineering side and 
the architectural side, and secure by that 
means a really useful report. If such 
work was done properly we could save 
hundreds of millions of pounds in the 
post-war building programme, the total 
cost of which would unquestionably be 
vastly more than we had ever spent on 
such works in the past. 

Masor Lyons then raised the question 
of the appointment of Mr. Lawrence Neal 
as deputy secretary of the Planning De- 
partment of the Ministry at a salary of 
£2,000 a year, with permission to do the 
work of his firm on one day a week. He 
attacked the principle that the Civil Ser- 
vice had been put on one side and that a 
gentleman from the retail trade had been 
brought into the service under conditions 
entirely different from anything known 
inside the service. 

Mr. H. G. Strauss, Joint Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Works 
and Buildings, in his reply, said that Mr. 
Bossom’s complaint was based on a mis- 
apprehension. The work in connection 
with which Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, 
F.R.I.B.A., a part-time member of the 
staff of the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings, was visiting the United States 
was not an alternative to, nor did it in 
any way prejudice or conflict with, the 
proposal to send out, at a later date, a 
representative delegation to the United 
States to make a comprehensive study of 
building development and practice in that 
country. The Minister did not consider 
that the time for such a delegation had 
yet come. That did not mean that there 
was not an immediate need for the far 
more limited task on which Mr. Jellicoe 
was now engaged. The Minister was 
making a close study of the building 
industry and methods of expanding it to 
meet our needs after the war. He desired 
to have early information, which was not 
now available in this country, regarding 
training and education, both of operatives 
and management in the building industry 
in the U.S.A. Mr. Jellicoe was eminently 
fitted to perform the task of obtaining 
this information. He was a member of 
the Education Committee of the R.I.B.A., 
a former head of the School of Architec- 
ture of the Architectural Association, and 
the chairman of the Housing Group of the 
R.I.B.A. Reconstruction Committee. His 
visit was welcomed on the other side of 
the Atlantic. It was supported by the 
Central Council for Works and Buildings, 
and Mr. Jellicoe himself was confident 
that he would be long enough in the 
U.S.A. to do useful work and to obtain 
the information for which he was being 
sent. Mr. Bossom’s fear that Mr. Jellicoe 
was being given a task requiring a far 
longer visit was unfounded. Mr. Jellicoe 
had been expressly instructed that, if it 
was necessary for him to devote the 
whole of his time to the question of edu- 
cation and training he was to do so, and 
not to concern himself with any of the 
other matters which had been mentioned. 

Mr. Bossom asked if Mr. Strauss would 
explain what was meant by education, 
and how they were going to segregate a 
tiny piece of education from the whole 
education needed for the ibuilding im- 
dustry. ; 

Mr. Srravss said he did not intend to 
give an essay on the building industry. 
“*T believe that, when Mr. Bossom 
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realises that the despatch later of a more 
comprehensive delegation is in no way 
prejudiced, he will withdraw his objec- 
tions and share our hopes,’’ he went on. 
‘‘In any event, while we welcome his 
advice, the Minister is determined to get 
the information which he requires, and 
which can only be obtained by a personal 
visit, and Mr. Jellicoe, who is admirably 
qualified for the task, is now engaged in 
obtaining it.”’ 

Replying to Masor Lyons’s inquiry 
about Mr. Lawrence Neal, Mr. Srravuss 
said that it was essential that the man to 
be appointed should be familiar with 
Government methods and Government 
Departments, and that he should also have 
administrative experience. No suitable 
permanent Civil Servant qualified for the 
work could be spared, and the post was 
one where it was no disadvantage, and 
quite possibly some advantage, that a 
capable man from outside the regular Civil 
Service should be appointed. There was 
a limited field of persons available, and 
Mr. Neal was a man of great ability and 
experience. It would be unreasonable to 
require that a man in his position should 
not be allowed to devote any time at all 
to the affairs of his company. But the 
Government had the first call on his time 
The Minister was satisfied that he had 
made the best choice in the pnblic 
interest. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Ministerial Staffs. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings whether he could state approxi- 
mately how many of the 13,510 members 
of staff of his Ministry, performing duties 
of a technical nature, were below the 
call-up age limit; and whether he would 
release these to join the Forces and replace 
them by experienced technicians above 
service age. 

Mr. Hicks said that there were approxi- 
mately 800 of the professional and tech- 
nical stafi who were below the age of 
reservation when they registered for mili- 
tary service; of this number 126 were to 
be released, 48 were medically unfit for 
service, 130 were still under consideration 
for release, and application for deferment 
of call-up had been made for the 
remainder, approximately 500. Efforts 
had been and would continue to be made 
to obtain suitable substitutes for this 
number, which included architectural 
staff, engineers and estate agents. 


Research Processes. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings whether he would institute the 
procedure of permitting the use through- 
out Great Britain of new constructional 
materials or processes after they had been 
officially approved by the Building Re- 
search Station without further recourse 
to any other formalities or regulating 
authorities. 

Mr. Srrauss said that the Minister 
could not accept a proposal which would 
deprive planning authorities of power to 
take relevant local circumstances into 
account. 


The Uthwatt Committee. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings when Mr. Justice Uthwatt’s 
Committee and Lord Justice Scott’s Com- 
mittee, respectively, started their investi- 
gations; and when did he expect their 
Reports would be submitted to the House. 

Mr. Srnauss said that the first meetings 
of the Committees referred to were held 
on February 7, 1941, and October 23, 1941, 
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respectively. An interim report of Mr. 
Justice Uthwatt’s Committee was received 
on April 25, 1941. The Minister under- 
stood that both Committees were now 
engaged upon the preparation of their 
reports, but he was unable to say when he 
would receive them. 

Mr. Bossom: Does the hon. gentleman 
think it is very desirable that we should 
get these answers as quickly as possible, 
as they will have such an effect on post- 
war building? 

Mr. Srravuss: Certainly. These Com- 
mittees are working very hard and will 
produce reports at the earliest possible 
moment. 


Mr. Lawrence Neal. 

Masor Lyons asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings to what position Mr. Lawrence 
Neal had been appointed; what salary 
attached to it; whether it was whole-time, 
and to what extent the holder might retain 


any other trading or commercial interests ;° 


whether the appointment was filled within 
the personnel of the Ministry or by adver- 
tisement or what other method; and 
whether Mr. Neal would remain a member 
of the Deep Sea Fish Committee of the 
Board of Trade. 

Mr. Srrauss said that Mr. Lawrence 
Neal had been appointed Deputy Secretary 
in the Planning Department of the 
Ministry at a salary of £2,000 a year. It 
was agreed that he should continue to 
devote not more than one day a week to 
the affairs of his firm, Daniel Neal and 
Sons, Ltd. The appointment was made 
by selection. The work of the Sea 
Fish Commission, of which Mr. Neal was 
a member, came to an end in 1936, but 
Mr. Neal would continue for a short time 
to be a member of the Retail Trade Com- 
mittee which was appointed by the then 
President of the Board of Trade in May, 
1941, in order to assist in the preparation 
of that Committee’s Third Interim Report. 


Speeding-up of Building. 

Mr. Parker asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings whether he had seen the Report 
of the Association of Architects, Sur- 
veyors and Technical Assistants on 
speeding-up building work ; whether it was 
still the decision of the Government that 
non-British subjects could not be employed 
in principle in the trade as technicians ; 
and whether active steps could now be 
taken to use this reserve of labour. 

Mr. Hicks said that the reply to the 
first part of the question was in the 
affirmative. The employment of aliens 
under the Crown in civil capacities was 
controlled by the Emergency Powers 
(Defence) Regulation 60D. Their use by 
contractors was not restricted in this way, 
and he was not aware that any difficulty 
had arisen in connection with the employ- 
ment of persons in this category. 


Uniform Building Standards. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings whether he intended _ stan- 
dardising on a nation-wide basis the laws 
and regulations controlling building opera- 
tions; and, if so, how long would it be 
before this information was available in 
order that work might be started on 
designs for post-war buildings. 

Mr. Srrauss said that the requirements 
regarding building operations necessarily 


varied with differing circumstances of- 


different localities, and the Minister did 
not think that the imposition of uniform 
standards throughout the country would 
be in the public interest. The possibility, 
however, of securing greater uniformity 
in technical requirements would be con- 
sidered. 
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Building and Local Authorities’ Approval. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings whether he would put an end 
to the existing procedure which compelled 
an owner or his architect desiring to erect 
a building to apply for ‘permission and 
obtain approval to proceed from, in certain 
instances, three, four, or even more 
different authorities. 

Mr. Srrauss said that the Minister had 
no power to exempt a person desiring to 
erect a building from the obligation to 
obtain the approval of every authority 
having jurisdiction in the matter. He 
sympathised, however, with the view indi- 
cated by Mr. Bossom and was considering 
the possibility of simplifying the present 
procedure. 

Metropolitan Housing. 

Mr. R. Morrison asked the Minister of 
Health whether he would review the posi- 
tion in certain Metropolitan areas where 
housing accommodation was urgently 
needed while at the same time many 
empty houses were held in reserve by the 
local authority upon instructions of his 
Department. 

Mr. E. Brown said that the amount of 
accommodation held in reserve was under 
continuous review in the light of the 
special circumstances of each district, and 
had, in fact, been substantially reduce 
in recent months. He was most anxious 
that housing accommodation should be 
used to the best advantage, and should be 
glad to investigate the conditions in any 
area which his hon. friend might bring to 
his notice. Local authorities must be in a 
position to rehouse people rapidly should 
heavy raids recur. 


OBITUARY 


C. R. Ashbee. : 

Mr. ©. R. Ashbee, whose death at 
Godden Green, Sevenoaks, is reported, 
had achieved distinction not only as an 
authority on craftsmanship but as archi- 
tect, designer and town-planner. From 
1918-22 he acted as civic adviser, first 
military, then civil, to the Palestine Ad- 
ministration. Educated at Wellington and 
King’s College, Cambridge, Ashbee 
founded and for 25 years directed the 
Guild of Handicraft, which came to an 
end in the last war, and he had also served 
as Master of the Art Workers’ Guild. He 
founded the London Survey Committee. 
editing its earlier publications ; established 
the Essex House Press, which he ran for 
12 years; and was responsible for much 
church restoration and for many designs in 
jewellery and metal work. He was the 
author of a number of books, most »f them 
on the subject of architecture and the 
crafts, though his time in Palestine led to 
the publication of two interesting volumes 
chronicling the labours and aspirations of 
the Pro-Jerusalem Council, and to ‘“‘ A 
Palestine Notebook : 1918-23.’ He was 79. 


W. G. Bell, F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 

Mr. W. G. Bell, whose death at the age 
of 72 is reported, achieved lasting fame as 
an historian of London. Commencing life 
as a journalist (from 1899 to 1936, he 
served on the Daily Telegraph), he 
became increasingly preoccupied with re- 
search into the history of London, and a 
notable discovery of his was the proof, 
found in the registers of St. Bride's, that 
Samuel Pepys was born off Fleet-street, 
and not, as sometimes stated, in Hunting- 
donshire. A brother of the late 
R. Anning Bell, R.A., his books included 
‘* Unknown London,” ‘‘ The Great Fire,”’ 


“The Great Plague,’’ and ‘‘ London 
Rediscoveries.’’ He was Chairman of the 
London and Middlesex Archeological 
Society. 
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LAW REPORTS 


LIABILITY _OF CORPORATION FOR 

UNLIGHTED AIR-RAID SHELTER. 
Kinc’s. Bencu Drviston. 

Before Mr. Justice HinBery. 
Knight v. Sheffield Corporation. 

This was an action brought by Mr. J. C. 
Knight, of Mount-street, Sheffield, to 
recover from the Sheffield Corporation 
damages for personal injuries sustained by 
him during the night of September 22-23, 
1940, through falling down into an air-raid 
shelter which the Corporation, as the 
highway authority for Sheffield, and also 
the authority empowered by Section 7 of 
the Civil Defence Act, 1939, had con- 
structed in the basement of premises in 
Club Garden-road, The shelter had an 
opening in the pavement of the street 
covered by a wooden flap which opened, 
and any person in the street could pass 
down steps into the shelter. Mr. Knight, 
who lived near the shelter, in the early 
morning of September 23, while it was still 
dark and when he was on his way to work, 
owing to the flap being open fell down 
into the shelter, sustaining the injuries for 
which he claimed damages. 

It appeared that the defendants habitu- 
ally kept a sign illuminated at night for 
the purpose of indicating the shelter, but 
for some reason the light was out at the 
_time of the accident. 

The defence was a denial of liability and 
a plea of contributory negligence by Mr. 
Knight. 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
that Mr. Knight (who was 54 years of age) 
was a reliable man and that the plea of 
contributory negligence failed. He had 
been accustomed to see the light at the 
entrance to the shelter and could not know 
that it had gone out. He therefore quite 
reasonably would expect to see it as usual. 
He accordingly gave judgment for Mr. 
Knight for £300, the agreed amount of 
damages if liability was established, and 
costs. i 
A stay of execution was granted with 
the view to an appeal by the Corporation. 


FACTORY AIR-RAID SHELTER AND 
RATING QUESTION. 

Kine’s Bencu Division. 

Before the Lorp Carer JUSTICE, MR. 

Justice HumpuHreys and MR. JUSTICE 

CASSELS. 

Waterlow and Sons, Ltd., v. Shoreditch 
Assessment Gommittee. 

In this case the Shoreditch Assessment 
Committee appealed from a decision of 
Quarter Sessions allowing the appeal of 
Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, Ltd., and 
ordering that the company’s factory 1m 
Paul-st., Shoreditch, should be placed in 
the supplemental rating list for the year 
beginning April, 1940, at £4,578 gross, 
£3.812 net, and £953 rateable value, in- 
stead of £5,000 gross, £4,000 net and 
£1,000 rateable. ; ; 

The company proved at the hearing of 
the appeal that during the year ending 
April 5, 1940, the factory was altered by 
the company constructing within it an 
air-raid shelter so as to provide shelter 
from an air raid, and the shelter was 
not used for any other purpose. By 
reason of the alterations the space avail- 


able for the business of the company was 


reduced, and this caused a reduction of 
£422 in the annual rent which a pro- 
spective tenant might reasonably be ex- 
pected to pay for the factory, under the 
terms specified in Section 4 of the Valua- 
tion (Metropolis) Act, 1869. . 

After hearing the arguments the Court 
dismissed the appeal. : 

The Lord Chief Justice in the course of 
delivering judgment said it would seem 
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at first sight that the intention of the Act 
of 1938 was to prevent a person who 
had, perhaps, spent a large sum on pro- 
viding his premises with a shelter from 
having to bear the burden consequent on 
an increased rateable value. If Parlia- 
ment intended to give relief from such 
an increase, the words of sub-section I of 
the Act of 1938 seemed apt for that pur- 
pose. In the present- case before the 
Court a reduction in value’ had resulted. 
It was the duty of the Court to interpret 
an Act, according to the intent of its 
makers, and the intention of the Act of 
1938 was to prevent a person from hav 
ing to bear the additional burden which 
he wouid otherwise have to bear accord 
ing to the ordinary law of rating after 
spending money on providing an air-raid 
shelter. Where the alteration for the pur- 
pose of providing such a shelter resulted 
in a diminished annual value, the ordin- 
ary law of rating applied, and the 
premises would be assessed in the new 
condition in which they were. The order 
of Quarter Sessions was mght and the 
appeal would be dismissed. 

The other members of the Court agreed. 


MULTIPLE LEASE OF BOMBED BLOCK 

OF BUILDINGS IN NORTH LONDON. 

QUESTION. UNDER LANDLORD AND 
TENANT (WAR DAMAGE) ACT. 

House or Lorps. 

Before the Lornp CHANCELLOR and LorDs 
ATKIN, WriIGHT, Romer, and Porter. 


Westminster Bank, Ltd., and Another 
v. Edwards and Another. 

In this case the Westminster Bank, 
Ltd., as the executors of a Mr. Hazel, 
appealed from the judgment of the Court 
of Appeal reversing a decision of Judge 
Englebach in the Shoreditch County 
Court. 
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The material facts were these :— 

In July, 1922, the late Mr. Hazel 
granted a lease of a block of buildings in 
Nile-street, London, N., to the defen- 
dants, the respondents to the present 
appeal. The tenancy was granted for a 
term of 21 years from September 29, 1922. 

The demised premises consisted of a 
large building with a basement, ground 
floor, and four floors above, with an 
annexe with a basement ground floor and 
first floor. There was a common staircase 
from the ground floor to all the upper 
floors, and also a lift serving some of the 
floors. The respondents sub-let to a Mr. 
Tipper the basement and ground floor of 
the main building and of the annexe, and 
they also sub-let the first, second and third 
floors of the main building and the top 
floor of the annexe to Messrs. Lovell and 
Christmas, Ltd., which sub-lease they sub- 
sequently assigned to Messrs. Leicester, 
Lovell and Co., Ltd. The top of the main 
building was sub-let to a Mr. Whiting. 


On September 8, 1940, as a result of 
enemy action, the roof and top storey of 
the building were almost entirely de- 
stroyed and some less serious damage done 
to the other parts of the building and the 
lift in the main building and the labora- 
tory in the front part of the first floor of 
the annexe were also destroyed. On Sep- 
tember 26, 1940, the respondents, as the 
lessees, gave notice fo the lessor of dis- 
claimer of their lease under the Landlord 
and Tenant (War Damage) Act, 1939, with 
particulars of the under-leases, the sub- 
lessees having then given notice of dis 
claimer of their sub-leases. 

It was not disputed that if the letting 
of the basement and ground floor were to 
be regarded separately, the damage to that 
part of the building did not justify dis- 
claimer of that sub-lease. 

In October, 1940, the lessor applied to 
the -County Court Judge under Section 15 
of the Act of 1939 for him to determine 
whether it was in the circumstances equit- 
able .to allow the head-lease to be dis- 
claimed either wholly or as respected one 
or more of the respective tenements com- 
prised therein in the particulars attached 
to the application. It was not disputed 
that the lease was a ‘‘ multiple lease,’’ and 
no evidence was called to prove that the 
demise fell within that definition. The 
main question for the Judge to decide was 
whether the only portion of the premises 
in respect of which it was equitable to 
allow disclaimer of the head-lease was the 
top storey occupied by Mr. Whiting (as 
the lessor contended) or whether the part 
disclaimed should also include the inter- 
mediate floors occupied by Messrs. 
Leicester, Lovell and Co., Ltd. (as the 
respondents contended). Judge Englebach 
decided that question’ in favour of the 
lessor and the lessees appealed to the 
Court of Appeal which allowed the appeal, 
the Lords Justices of Appeal holding that 
the lease in question was not a ‘‘ multiple 
lease ’’ and did not come within Section 15 
of the Act, and for that reason the judg- 
ment of, the County Court Judge was set 
aside. From that result, Messrs, the West- 
minster Bank, Ltd., as the executors of 
Mr. Hazel, the lessor, appealed to the 
House, when the Lord Chancellor held 
that in the events which had happened the 
County Court Judge’s decision that the 
lease was a ‘‘ multiple lease ’’ must stand, 
and the appeal of the Bank allowed and 
the County Court Judge's judgment 
restored. 

The other members of the House con- 
curred. 

Mr. M. Ttirner-Samuels appeared for the 
appellants; and Mr. A. Safford and Mr. 
A. E. Stevenson for the respondents. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Conversion of Oak, Beech and Ash. 

Under Paragraph 2 of Control of Tim- 
ber (No. 21) Order, 1941, Direction No. 3 
the Minister of Supply has served notices 
on producers of home-grown timber to pro- 
hibit them from converting prime quality 
oak or beech butts exceeding 11% in. 
middle quarter girth or prime quality ash 
butts exceeding 9 in. middle quarter girth 
into thicknesses under 1} in. subject to 
certain exceptions set out in the notices. 

The notices have been issued to ensure 
that all supplies of such prime quality 
timber shall be converted only into those 
thicknesses’ which are most needed for 
essential war purposes. If any timber 
merchant has difficulty in disposing of 
such timber converted to thicknesses of 
14 in. or over, the Timber Control will be 
prepared to purchase such material for 
national stock, if of suitable quality. 


Control of Timber (No. 24) Order, 
1942. £1 Sales. 

The Minister of Supply has made the 
Control of Timber (No. 24) Order, 1942, 
which came into force on May 22, and 
provides now conditions for the sale, ac- 
quisition and consumption for necessary 
repairs or other essential work of quan- 
tities of timber, plywood, boxboards and 
veneer of a total value not exceeding £1. 
Acquisition for the purpose of replacing 
any metal gate, railing, fence or similar 
structure is specifically excluded. 

Under the new Order the provisions of 
Contro) of Timber (No. 21) ke do not, 
apply in relation to such material 
comprised ia any retail sale made at a 
price not exceeding £1 to a purchaser who 
makes and signs a declaration in the 
following form :— 

‘*T hereby declare 

(a) that I have not in the present 

month previously acquired any 
timber, plywood, boxboards' or 
veneer; and 

(b) that all the timber, plywood, box- 

board or veneer comprised. in the 
present transaction is being pur- 
chased and is to be immediately 
used for the necessary repairs or 
other essential work specified below; 
and all of it is being purchased and 
is to be used on my own behalf 
and no part of ‘t is being purchased 
or is to be used on behalf of any 
member of my family or on behalf 
of my employer or on behalf of any 
person other than myself; and no 
part of it is being purchased or is 
to be used for the purpose of con- 
structing or erecting any wooden 
gate, railing, fence, hoarding or 
similar article or structure in re- 
placement of or substitution for any 
metal gate, railing. fence, hoarding 
or similar article or structure, and; 

(c) that the particulars entered against 

my name are correct.” 

The required particulars are the date of 
sale, description of material, total price, 
purpose for which the material is required 
and the name and address of the pur- 
chaser. : 

Any person who sells material under the 
provision of this Order must direct the 
attention of intending purchasers to the 
exact wording of the declaration, preserve 
a record of each sale in the prescribed 
form and inform the Timber Control Area 
Officer within seven days of the end of 
each month of the total number and value 
of such sales in that month. 

Copies of the prescribed form can be 
obtained from the Local Timber Control 
Area Officer or direct from the Timber 
Control, Clifton Down Hotel, Bristol, 8. 
Copies of the Order may be obtained 
(price 1d.) from H.M. Stationery Office, 
York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, 
or through any bookseller. 


THE BUILDER 


R.1.B.A. 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 


On May 19 the following members 
were elected to the Royal Institute of 
British architects :— 

As FELLOWS. 

- Mileson (Loughton, Essex). 


. W._G, Wilson (Carshalton), 
R. J. Harrison (London), 


As ASSOCIATES. 


R. J. Ash (Birmingham 8S. K. Joglekar (Univ. 
Sch. of Arch.), Nun- of London), (Edin- 
eaton, (Warwick- burgh). 
shire). J. R. M. Poole (Regent 

D. C. Bailey (London). Street Poly., London), 

R. Crookes (Cambridge). (Worthing). 

G. Cruickshank (Robert C. J. Quinn (Limerick, 
Gordon’s Tech. Coll., Ireland). 
Aberdeen),(Aberdeen). A. Redhouse (Regent 

S. A. Devon, B.Arch. Street Poly., London), 
(University of Liver- (Surbiton). 
pool) (Bangor, Co. C.1L. Shephard (London). 
Down). Mrs. M. Walter (Shef- 

Mrs. H. M. Gibbs, B. field). 

Arch. (Univ. of Liver- Mrs. S. E. Warner 
pool), (Ormskirk, (Woodford 
Lancs.). Green). 

R. P. Gray (Leyton, J. E. Whitehorn (Not- 
Essex). - tingham). 

J. Griffiths (Coventry). Miss M. W. Whiting 

E. D. Hill (Arbroath). (A.A.), (London). 

L, E. G. Hunt (London). 


AS LICENTIATES. 


L. D. Barton (London). W. R. T. Miller (Rick- 
R. K. Kinton (Leicester). mansworth, Herts). 
F. W. Lenton (Poole, G. G. Scott (London). 
Dorset). R. J. Sharpe (London). 
C. W. McIntosh (Shrews- Capt. H. G. A. Waldron 
ury). (Ramsgate). 
G. C. Manly (London). 


CONTAINERS FOR PUTTY 
USE OF RETURNABLE PACKAGES. 


THe National Association of Putty 
Manufacturers state that, in connection 
with their revised schedule of prices, 
attention has been drawn to the difficul- 
ties likely to arise from the return to the 
earlier practice of supplying of putty in 
returnable kegs. It was hoped that in a 
very few years it would have been possible 
to say that returnable packages were no 
longer in use throughout the industry, but 
the war has made it necessary to reverse 
temporarily the policy of the Association, 
and, in accordance with the official Orders 
and expressed wishes of the Government, 
manufacturers are now supplying putty in 
returnable packages only, except in the 
case of the smallest quantities. Not only 
should the package be returned, but the 
greatest possible care should be exercised 
during transit and while in the users’ 
possession, states the Association. 
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COLOURING OF CEMENT 


B.S.S. ON PIGMENTS. 

Tue British Standards Institution has 
just issued a British Standard Specifica- 
tion on Pigments for Colouring Cement 
Magnesium Oxychloride and Concrete (B.S. * 
1014-1942). This group of “British Stan- 
dard Specifications deals with a range of 
igments, artificial and natural, suitable 
or colouring cement mortars or concrete, 
and magnesium oxychloride compositions. 
The pigments covered by the specifications 
provide almost all the colours which are 
required in these products, the chief ex- 
ception being blue. 

The committee responsible for the pre- 
paration of the specifications has used the 
previously published specifications for 
pigments for paint, making such modifica- 
tions to the requirements to suit the par- 
ticular needs of the concrete and oxy- 
chloride flooring industries. For example, 
in pigments for paint the presence of any 
significant proportion of coarse particles is 
objectionable, but in the materials with 
which the present specifications are con- 
cerned quite a large proportion of rela- 
tively coarse particles is tolerable. Again, 
no objection is raised to the existence of a 
slight degree of acidity or alkalinity, 
because both Portland cement and mag- 
nesium oxychloride are alkaline sub- 
stances and slight departure from 
neutrality will have no harmful effects. 
Users are cautioned against incorporating 
in concrete or oxychloride compositions 
large proportions of weak pigments. In 
cases where more than 10 per cent. of 
pigments (by weight of the cement) is re- 
qerres to produce the desired colour it is 
desirable to change to a stronger pigment 
which will give the desired result in a 
smaller proportion, since excessive pro- 
portions of pigments seriously reduce the 
strength of cements. It is hoped that the 
present group of Specifications, as a result 
of the relaxing 3 certain requirements, 
will increase the range of pigments avail- 
able for colouring en Wd compositions 
and concrete products, to the advantage 
both of pigment manufacturers and users. 

All pigments covered by this group of 
specifications are believed to be stable in 
the presence of cement or oxychloride 
composition, but the committee has been 
informed of cases in which fading of carbon 
black pigmeats has occurred. The com- 
mittee has not felt itself able to specify a 
test for performance of carbon black pig- 
ments at the present time. Users of pig- 
ments are recommended to obtain suitable 
assurances—additional to the safeguards 
provided by the  specification—before 
carrying out any large amount of work 
with types of carbonaceous black with 
which they are not familiar. _ Copies of 
this new British standard may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 
28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, price 2s. 3d. 
post free. 


A George Hicks Hospital Ward. 

The Executive Council of the Amalga- 
mated Union of Building Trade Workers 
has decided to establish a George Hicks 
Ward in the Manor House Hospital as a 
tribute to the ‘“‘ great services which Bro. 
George Hicks has rendered the Union, 
Building Trades Unionism and _ the 
workers’ cause generally.’’ Contributions 
may be sent to Mr. Luke Fawcett, General 
Secretary, A.U.B.T.W., Crescent-lane, 
South Side, Clapham Common, London, 
S.W.4. 

Change of Address. _ 

Sturtevant Engineering Company, Ltd., 
announce the change of address of their 
London office from Bush House, Aldwych; 
W.C.2. to Victoria Station House, 189, 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1. (Tel. : 
Vic. 9201-3). . 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contractg still open, but not 
included in this list, see previous issues. 
Those with an asterisk are advertised in 
this number. The dates at the head of 
paragraphs are those for the submission 
of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and 
address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 
JUNE 2. 
Hereford 1T.C.—Erection of prefabri- 
eated hut. City E. 


Worsley U.D.C.—Alteration and adapta- 
tion of Wharton Presbyterian Church 
school for N.F.S.. E. and 8. Town Hall, 
Walkden, near Manchester. Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 6. 


Pudsey.—Repairs to flat roofs at Gram- 
mar school. H. Flather, Clerk to Gover- 
nors, Education Offices. 


JUNE 8. 


* Beckenham B.C.—Dormitory for 
A.R.P. personnel, alterations to existing 
building, and erection of works depart- 
ment office, West Wickham. J. Dove, 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


JUNE 1. 
Colwyn ‘ T.C.—Painting at Mater- 
nity Home, Nantygiyn-rd. B. E. and S. 
Mansfield E.C.—Cleaning and painting 
of schools. B. E. and S. Dep. £1 Is. 


JUNE 2. 


Denby Dale U.D.C.—External painting 
of 116 houses. J. Haigh, C. 


JUNE 3. 
_ Nant Conway R.D.U.—External paint- 
ing of 22 houses. §&., Council Offices, 
fosehill-st., Conway. 

West Riding C.C.—Internal renovations 
at Morley Grammar school. Clerk to the 
Governors, Education Offices, Queen-st., 
Morley. 

JUNE 8. 

Mirfield.—Internal renovations and ex- 
ternal painting of Grammar school.  T. 
Goodall, Clerk to Governors, 2, King-st., 


Mirfield. 
JUNE 11. 

West Riding C.C.—Internal renovations 
and external painting at Todmorden 
secondary school. Clerk to the Gover- 
nors, Education Office, Todmorden. 

JUNE 16. 


Leeds E.C.—Painting and decoration 
of schools and other educational build- 


ings. 
NO DATE. 


Mirfield.—Exterior paintin of 19 
houses. H, Hepworth, Oddfellows Hall, 
220, Huddersfield-rd., Mirfield. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


JUNE 4. 


Chertsey U.D.C.—Steel footbridge and 
tarmacadam footpath. E. and 8. 


JUNE 9. 

Keighley T.C.—Resetting one bed of 
horizontal retorts at works. F. N. Booth, 
EK. and Manager, Corporation Gas Dept., 
Cook-la., Keighley. 

JUNE 12. 

Ormskirk U.D.C.—Boring and _ test 
pumping at waterworks. E. J. Wright, S. 
Dep. &1 1s. 

JUNE 23. 

Chanctonbury R.D.C.—Reinforeced con- 
crete service reservoir. Howard Hum- 
phreys and Sons, 7, Eldon-sq., Reading. 


THE BUILDER 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 


JUNE 1. 

Leyland U.D.C.—Construction of 
approx. 4,000 yds. of 12-in. dia. asbestos 
cement water main, together with valves, 
meters, etc. F. D. Howe, Water E. and 
b. Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 5. 

Salford T.C.—Tar spraying of approx. 
50,000 sq. yds. of carriageways. City k. 
JUNE 6. 

Pudsey T.C.—Construction of approx. 
4,000 sup. yds. of unreinforced concrete 

foundation. B. 8. 
JUNE 8. 

Barnard Castle U.D.C.—Provision and 
laying of 1,100. lin. yds. 6-in. and 600 lin. 
yds. 4-in. asbestos-cement piping, with 
provision of valves and construction of 
balancing tank. W. Maxfield, Acting C. 
Dep. £3 

JUNE 11, 

Yeovil R.D.C.—Provision and laying of 
approx. 3,200 yds. of 4-in. water mains. 
S., 28, Kingston, Yeovil. Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 

JUNE 1. 

Lowestoft 1T.C.—Chief 
Assistant. B. S. 

JUNE 4. 

Bournemouth C.B.—Head of Depart- 

ment of Junior Technical School for 

uilding. Director of Education, Town 


B 
Hall 
JUNE 5. 
Malvern U.D.C.—Temporary Assistant 
Surveyor. Clerk. 


* Somerset C.C.—Class I. Architectural 
Assistant (temporary; Class III. Archi- 
tectural Assistant (temporary). B..: & 


Engineering 


Harris, County Architect, Park-st., 
Taunton. 
JUNE 11. 

Aireborough U.D.C. — Surveyor, En- 
gineer and ‘Technical Officer. A. 
Lewis, 

JUNE 15. 


Prestatyn U.D.C.—Temporary Engineer- 
ing Assistant. J. Lloyd Hughes, C. 


NO DATE. 


* Exeter City Architect’s Dept.—Experi- 
enced Technical Assistants. John Ben- 
nett (F.), City Architect, Exeter. 


FEDERATED 


mo Ss’ 
EMPLOY ERS 


The Leading Office for 
Contract 
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PUBLIC LIABILITY 
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Erc. Etc. 
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8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 

Ealing.—T.C. placed contract with K. L. 
Williams, at £3,921, for construction o€ 
surface shelters at six schools.—H. Kers- 
well secured contract, at £160, for replac- 
ing sandbagging by blast walls at Horsen- 


den school. 
PROVINCIAL. 


Bakewell.—U.D.C. approved alterations 
to fire station, for N.F.S. 

Birkenhead. — T.C. propose adaptation 
of shelters for gas decontamination units. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose improve- 
ments to Wythall fire station and erection 
of additions. 

Cardiganshire. — C.C. propose decon- 
tamination building at Park-av., Aberyst- 
wyth. 

Doncaster. — E.C. approved plans for 
school shelters, at £20,000, and for venti- 
lating fans to existing school shelters, at 
£450 


Durham.—C.C. accepted tender of G. 
Stephenson, Bishop Auckland, at £168, 
for shelter at maternity home.—C.C. 
placed contract with G. Gradon & Son, 
Durham, at £608, for gas cleansing station. 

Essex.—C.C. to icarry out following: 
Cleansing station, Braintree, at £487; 
additional work at first-aid posts, Ching- 
ford, at £3,469; blast walls, first-aid posts, 
Chingford, at £1,034; overhead protective 
work at Clacton Middlesex Convalescent 
Homes F.A.P. (£377), Clacton Cottage 
Hospital F.A.P. (£216), Saffron Walden 
General Hospital F.A.P. (£136), Harlow 
Memorial Institute F.A.P. (£109), Chip- 
ping Ongar Senior school F.A.P. (£139), 
Dunmow Isolation Hospital F.A.P. 
(£168), Vange F.A.P. (£114); establish- 
ment of F.A.P. at Billericay, £300, St. 
John’s Hospital, Chelmsford, £511, Har- 
wich and District Cottage Hospital, £350; 
protective works at personnel cleansing 
station and F.A.P., Frinton, £164; pro- 
vision of shelters, Hornchurch Sub-Area, 
£235; adaptations, shelters, ete., Old- 
church depot, Romford Sub-Area, £1,292. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—Contract for shelters 
at Felling-on-Lyne and Heworth placed 
with D. Glen, Back Queen’s-rd., Jarrow- 
on-Tyne. 

Hinckley.—U.D.C. accepted tender of 
Croft Granite, Brick & Concrete Co., Ltd., 
of Croft, Narborough, Leicester, for 
supply of concrete shelter seating. 

Howden.—R.D.C. propose static water 
storage tanks on selected sites.—R.D.C. 
accepted tender of B. Smith for two 
shelters at Budwith. J 

Kidderminster.—N.F.S. propose adapta- 
tion of buildings. 

Leicestershire. — Civil Defence Com- 
mittee propose sub-control centre at 
Coalville, at £1,477, and one at The 
Market, at £903. . 

Malton. — U.D.C. placed contract at 
£614, with L. T. Oldfield & Sons, Wharn- 
cliff, Welham-rd., Norton, Malton, for 
erection of six communal shelters. 

Middlesbrough.—Contract placed with 
Dorman Long & Co., Ltd., Middlesbrough. 
for supply of steelwork or shelters at 
Tower House and Grand Hotel, for T.C. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Morris Bros., Bk. 
Whitefield-ter., _ Newcastle - on - Tyne, 
secured contract, at £140, for shelter at 
Chillingham-rd. school. , 

Old Fletton.—U.D.C. placed contract 
with W. Hawkins & Sons, Ltd., Fletton- 
av., Old Fletton, Peterborough, at £528, 
for fire static water dams. 

Salford.—T.C. received approval of 
M. of F. for ‘‘ blacking-out” of B.R. at 
Ordsall Park, at £233.—T.C. submitted 
to Regional Commissioner programme of 
shelter construction and strengthening. 

Swinton and Pendlebury.—T.C. accepted 
tender of Massey’s, North-la., Astley 
Atherton, Lancs, for protected sleeping 
accommodation, at £145 per shelter.—T.C. 
received approval for expenditure on pro- 
vision of water drums. 

Wakefield.—_R.D.C. propose mortuary 
at Crofton. Plans by W. E. Massie, E.. 
18, St- John’s, ‘North. 

Walsingham.—R.D.C. approved erection 
of fire station at Fakenham, for N.F.S. 





[Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 
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ches os aahee scl ee Middlewich ........} 1/104 
Folkesgone .... 1/9 Milford Haven ....| 1/9 
Frinton-on-Sea 1/9 Morecam ve], aoe 
Morley . 1/11 
Gainsborough , ||Mundesley ... --| 1/8 
t ||Nantwich .......... 1/104 
PNR sce cusses 1/il 
7 


Newark-on-Trent ....| 1/104 
Newbury.........e0.- 1/9 

















Newcastle-on-Tyne ..} 1/11 
Newcastle-u.-Lyme ..| 1/11 
New Forest ........ 1/9 
+ ||Newmarket .... 1/9 
+ ||[Newport, Mon. ....| 1/11 
Newport Pagnell ....| 1/9 
Northampton........ 1/il 
|) ar 1/11 
Nottingham ........ 1/il 
POUNDED: *S:clsicte.c dave 1/il 
akin v0.4: 0086? | 1/94 
SII, S30 cin «Se asi ve | 4/11 
ee 1/1il 
i ee aN | 1/104 
NN scien diode ads 0 | 1/94 
OS See | 1/104 
Peterborough ...... | 1/104 
OS ere | J/il 
‘42 ||\Pontefract .......... | 1/il 
Ponty Sa ae | 1/1 1 
Port Talbot ........ | 1/11 
Portsmouth ........ 1/104 
OF ee | 1/11 
Pulborough‘ ........| 1/9 
MRRUNOORIS *. ac sxe acs 1/9 
WOE, FS <0 cies | 1/ tof 
AS aa | 1/1 
MEN alah s oS ph cnss 
As a 
Rochdale .........- | 1/11 
ED 6 o.0.censee% | 1/10 
NEN ak.) 6 gs aes | 1/il 
St. Albans .......... | 1/104 
ing «0 0.8 068s 1/11 
ee 1/84 
Saffron Walden <col ie 
Salisbury City 1/84 
Salisbury Plain 1/10 

















Sawbridgeworth ....| 1/94 


Lab- | 
ourers. | 


1 Staines .. 
ad Stamford 


74 ||\Stockport . ree i 
1s Stockton-on-Tees .... 





1/43 ||Warwick 


| 
| 















Stevenage . 





1 Todmorden ........ 
liad Tonbridge .......... 
1/64 Torquay ° 


1/64 |Uppingham ........ 
1/4 |lUttoxeter ........../ 
1/52 ||Wakefield .......... 
1 Walsall 


1/53 ||Walsden ..........:. 


= 
<= 
ne 
i=] 
é 
B 
yf 
5 


Warrington 


| wyn 
'|Welwyn Gar. City 


1/ Wells (Norfolk) 
1/64 |West Bromwich 
1/64 | Westcliff-on-Sea 
Weston-super-Mare ..| 
1/ Weybridge 
1/ Weymouth 


es a vine wing 
is Whitstable 
1/53 |Widnes ............ 
1/53 |Wigan .......++4- 
1/6} |Wigton ............ 
1/64 | Willington 
1/6} |Wilmslow 
1/64 |Winchester 
1/53 |Windermere 
Windsor ...... 
1/ Wisbech 
Witham 
/43 Woking 
1/5 |Wokingham ... 
Hy : Wolverhampton aS 
iy 5 oo re ee 
DIE tee eccddess | 
1/64 Workington ........ 
1/54 ee Saduict Ub abies 
ER. Ccncccagecsl 
4 5 |Wrexham .......... 
1 WEORMAM 53.0.0 esers 
1/4 we Beene shisens 
1/44 
T/5& [Vooul co cceccssscerel 
tf (EO. vancncwesess| 











* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. 

] Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/7}. 

§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowance. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 482. 


t Plus 2d. per working day. 


t Plasterers 2/14. 


Navwvies and General Labourers, 1/63. 








ad Warminster .. repese 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


Note : Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices 
of soft woods are for cash on delivery, At present linseed oi! and genuine spirits of turperitine can only be supplied in cans in small quantities. 


BRICKS, &c. 


The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 
i Sittingbourne 
district. A quotation for cartage should be obtained 


price at wo for full lorry loads. 





as the haulage question is difficult. ‘ é 
s. 
First Hard Stocks ............-- per 1,000 4 5 6 
Second Hard Stocks. ..........++. é 318 6 
Mild GIGGEE. fo ccc acess m ca ctatees - 3.5% 
Single Rough Stocks ....... vadess em 219 6 
Third Common Stocks .......... * 210 0 
King’s _ To sites 
Cross in W.C. 
2¢ in. Phorpres. Station District 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only per 1,000 per 1,000 
monthly account. aaa 3 s. d. 
PICU. ocd s 66 has tate oe nanan’ A he 58 3 
BONO ee nde nckccdvies capes = 2 60 3 
Single Taina oS ee eee eee ae 78 3 
RUM Si ocvebevevertavevesst a 9 738 3 
Whitet: ool vecnich ve acindaene’ 72 3 78 3 
White Midhurst Best selected (delivered £s. d. 
London site) ....... PSR eR ROE Hh 510 0 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) ..... 1012 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ........- ~, a. 2 ¢ 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) .........-: s>-D'19 6 
Best Stourbridge 1 — (London Stns.) :— 
s. d. 
Ah MRIS an chine taia 10. 0; Grid ine sesocsee, 52 0. O 
GLazeD Bricks. (London Stns.) 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs 36 10 O 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers 33 10 O 
Stretcher 28 0 O Oneside&two ends 37 10 0 
Headers .......- 27 10 O TwosidesXoneend 38 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose Splays and 
and 44 in. Flats 34 10 0 uints ..... wwe € 6 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 


and buff, £2 extra over white. 
Glaze. £5 10s. extra over white. 


App LEvy ON BRICKS. 3/-per 1,000 except Glazed Bricks. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered on site London Area. 


Other colours. Hard 


“ PHorpres ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 


Y per yd oF ees 5% 

” per yd. sup. .... ” per yd. sup. .. 

24" : evee OM a oe ee FR 

2° per yd bs Ma ST 2 6 
per yd. sup. i ” per yd. sup. .. 

a fs er abee 3 + a ae 

RANHAM TERRA COTTA. 

Size 12x 9x 2” per yd. super ...... guttededsé Oe 

Siz12x9x2t ,, Gar ts ogee Gees be ee 

$ze 125955 ss ade” cncboiaacaienk Seas acca ee 

Size12x9x4" , <a ii Salas seas taaae 3 16 

EMPSTEAD—KEYED Two SIDES. 
Fo” § ee eh nena 8 yb ay A Ty 
12” x 9” x 24” 211 ry ie} oe ft me Fh 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth both 


sides. 
STONE. 


BATH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube 

Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 

Free on rail at Seaton Station.. per ft cube 

Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. __,, 

Selected approximate size one way, Id. per 

cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 

three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 

PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly., South Lam 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R., .......- per ft. cube 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
GREER 6ccicvcccvesvecedsves per ft. cube 

White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 

Nore.—id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and id. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton-Woop STONE— J 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 

Random blocks from 10 ft. and over P.ft.cb. 

Sawn two sides........ 

Sawn three or four sides .......---+-seee+8 

YorK Stone, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 

6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30-1 SUPEF) ccc ce cketecses per ft. super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto .... 

3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes) ee 

2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (pavi 

14 in. to 2 in. ditto .. 

Harp YORK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

ft. super) ...... dascekes «per ft.super 

6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto ..., 

4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 
SIZES) wcccccccccces 

3 in. ditto ° » 

2 in. self-faced random flags per yd. super 

CAST STONE. 
Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ft. 


cube: Plain, 7s. 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. 
Small section cills and copings, IIs. 





eeeceee 


CN we 


—— NY AN 


CHwW, AU a 


SAND. 
Thames Ballast .... 10s, Od. per yd. 
it Ballast ........ 9s. 6d. ,, ,, | delivered 

Pit Sand ......:; 12s. Od. ,, ,, | 2 miles 
Washed Sand .... 13s. 0d. ,, ,, pradius 

in. Shingle .... 10s. 6d. ,, ,, | Paddington. 

in. Broken Brick 16s. Od. ,, ,, 

EO iccace See Gee as’ os 

CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specification. 

delivered London Area, £ «4, 
6 ton loads and upwards site ........ perton2 9 6 
1 ton to 6 tons site .......... ds c.0aneehnnniee 2 6 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots .......... 0 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 
6 ton loads and upwards site ............... ,anw 6 
PO A EE nina 0d Ad dale manny oauivienn 218 6 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots .......... bb a 
** Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle ” 

cement, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary “ Blue 

Circle” prices. 

“Colorcrete” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured Rapid 

Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton lots .. 4 9 6 
“Colorcrete”” not rapid hardening, according 

to colour, from’ £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 

“ Snowcrete ” White Portland Cement ...... 10 5 0 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered site London Area in 6 ton lots 

CN EE AN perton3 9 6 

Plus kages at current prices, 

Super nt (Waterproof), bags extra ...... 319 6 


Nore.—Paper bags will be charged at the rate of 7s. 
Jute sacks charged Is, 9d. nett each and 
1s, 6d. nett each allowed if returned to works within two 


nett per ton. 


weeks, in good condition, ; 


Carriage will weg by makers on rcturned empty jute 


sacks, s. 
Romancement 8 10 
Parian Cement 7 0 


q 3s. 
0 Keene’s Cement, White 7 0 
0 Pink 6 10 


” ”. . 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints per cwt. 


from £3 5s, 0d. SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. 


Per 1,000 actual. 





of 


0 








Sad 2° ad 
A by 12-- 00.  4E.3-6 18by10.... 24 0 0 
ZEW IS cece S22 -G 18by9 .... 2212 6 
Zwyll .... H's G 16 by 10 - 2110 0 
Weyl? 1... BOE lobby .... 613 6 
by @..1. BiF-@ 
FOR SPEEDY, SIMPLE AND ECONOMICAL 
CONSTRUCTION OF CONCRETE FLOORS, 
ROOFS, WALLS, PARTITIONS, TANKS, 
CEILINGS, RESERVOIRS, TUNNELS. 
SILOS, ETC. 


HY-RIB SALES 


6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS « EARLS COURT * LONDON « S‘W'5S 


Telephone FROBISHER 814i 








bao 


d. 
Sirapite, Coarse. . 6 
Finish .. 6 


” 


Quy 


” 1 
Pioneer ........ 
Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London 
t Ground Blue Grey Stone Lime 
Lias Lime .... 3 Chalk Lime .... 6 
gdh ale 1S 0 Hair percwt. .. 0 
Note.—Sacks are charged Is. 9d. each, and credited 
ls. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. in 6-ton 
lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 toms...........-..-. Per I, 
f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
ist ee 


> 


rec. 


17 6 
1 


eNN 
van 


Ornamental ditto A ET SR RR 
Hip and valley tiles fHand-made ........ 
(per dozen) achine-made 


HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality. 


Dry English Wainscot Billets. , 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot |.. 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs abe 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany 
American Figured Oak .. 
American Plain Oak ‘ 
Jap. Figured Oak 
Jap. Plain Oak 
WES sae euadhes Abo ahimeied <4ie'd 
American Whitewood 
African Whitewood 


coaak 
ee 

NNaAD 
wCOOAn 


be 


eoocoocoomoms 
2 
i 


-_ 
owe 





Australian Silky Oak 
Best Scotch glue naae 


LS BOE fo vckcccccaaduc ae 
SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE 
inimum. 


coapcoanacacancoch?® 


-pUAcoo 


Scantlings in imported sizes, | ai’ 
2 in. by 3in. to4in. by 1lin. 43 100 
PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Pine. 
Per standard. 


1 in. by 11 in. & 

fo) oP 98 BIS ACHES Ere 67 10 6 
Per square. 
: a 
1 in. plain edge flooring .......ssseseeeee 
1} in. ditto 


1 in. tongued and 
WRUWGEE. Soxsivccceseee a aighae vn 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 

S.D. Biscocks, CRUTCH HEAD, FOR [RON 

in. ?-in. 
6/9 44/6 per doz. 
Tomet- Bis Cocks FOR IRON. 
4 in. in. 
31/- 51/3 per doz. 
S.D. Stop Cocks FOR IRON. 
Zin. lin, Ijin. 13 in. 2 in. 
/6 44/- 81/6 195/— 272/— 453/— per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks WiTH TWO UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
sin. Zin. lin. If in. 13 in, 2 in. 
45/- 77/6 123/- 240/- 372/- 624/- per doz. 
Dovuste Nut BorLer Screws. 
4in. Zin. lin. 14 in. Fag 2 in. 
5/6 6/8 11/— 24/— 36/— 56/- per doz. 
Heavy CROYDON BALL VALVES. 
Zin. lin. Win. I4in. 
65/— 98/- 195/- 264/— per doz. 
CAPS AND SCREWS. 
lhin. 2in. Zin. 34in. 4in. 
11/9 14/5 21/6 37/9 54/- 59/6 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
lt in. 2in. 3 34 in. 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/- 37/— 46/— per doz. 
LEAD TRAPS WITH BRASS CLEANING SCREWS. 
136 Ibs. 14 x6 Ibs. 2X7 Ibs. 3X7 Ibs, 
26/- - 55/- 92/— per doz. 
Lead S. 41/- 67/ 115/- per doz. 
So_pER.— Plumbers’, 1/5 ; Tinmen’s, 1/9, Blow pipe, 
2/- per Ib. 


in. 


is: 
1} in. 





* The information given on this page has been 
specially compiled for THe BUILDER, and is ooppwait. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, no. necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 





who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 





METALS. 

Josts, G &c., TO LONDON STATION PER TON— 
RS. Joists, cut and fitted .......-.+.6- - £2310 9 
Plain Compound Girders ...... 26 0 «0 

ee Le eee 28 10 0 
ee i ETRE tee pe pageeee 33 10 0 


Norse.—These — are for standard pieces and not 
an awkward nature. 


MILD ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per ton. 
i £ s. d. iameter. £s. d. 
ee 23 0 0 in. to 2110 0 
Mi Sestaees 22 0 O fin. to2jin.. 21 0 0 


WroucGur TuBES AND Firtincs. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock sort 24 % gross. 


Tubes, T 
Ve 4 a ye 5/4 wr 3y°/6" 
Light weight . De  .|. = a é dit 
vy weight | 404 41 49. 
Galvighiweigh — 7 393 ry 
habe ag Ay pile wa sizes $”/}” inclusive, EE extra 


Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
Bvoice. iage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 
C.I. HaLF-Rounp Gutters—London Prices ex Works. 
per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 


or New ends, 











1/5: 1/2 , 
1/7 1/4 rit 
1/7 1/6 St: 
1/84 1/8; 7; 
2/04 2/0 9d. 
O.C. GUTTERS. 
DE nite etinces os 1/103 1/7. 5d. 
Mints < sce cciemices 2/1 1 7 sr 
2 SB See 2/1 1/8 74d. 
OME ce slececeee ews 2/23 1/11} ° 83 
ae es ae es 2/8 /3 P 
RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches, 
Stock angles. 
2/2 /3% 2/2 
2/3 at 2/74 
wo va 
3/83 sol 4/5 
NETT PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 2} per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep Som Pires—London Prices, ex Stock. 





Per yd. in 6 -- Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
i fee 3/94 2/74 3/2 
4/5 2/10 3/115 
4/9 3/2 4/84 
4/105 3/11 5/53 
5/34 4/5 6/33 
pe COATED DRAIN PIPE. 
Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
3 in. per yd. in 9 fts. 5/5 6/3 9/il 
cwt. qr. Ibs. 
Sad ele Be TES 7/iu 7/1 12/6 
» : : ¥ ae 9/7 12/9 19/3 
Sdevee 11/5 14/8 25/6 
Gaskins 15/- a cwt. 
Per ton basis 
in ——. 
Inon.—Staffordshire Crown, \ — quality 4 7-6 
Tron. ne Marked Bars ........ 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars. . 2.222 cccscccccccccccves 19 15 0 
BHild Stoel Hoops ews. cccccceccccccccce 21 10 O 


per ton (two-ton lots). 
nn Set Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


20 GAUGE «oo diccvccccccccccvecccccses 2417 6 

PQA GAUGE ccvoncccvcccsecccescccsccece 2 6 

re eer 17 6 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 0. to 9 f ine @ 
BME ci cit, rccticsens ee a 

WEEBUEE - wlninisceccvgcccscecccseccevds 28 15 0 

Oe, eee HON mah''@ 
24 Tibecsteeeteniiecctesscite ae © 

24 Brune on wo’ ciobeb op eeveps so0c2e0iee 30 5 0 

Per ton. 

oe 

Cut Nails, 3 in. and uP... seeeeereereeee 28 10 0 


ALL 
METAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 
plete houses, including all fittings, painting two coats, 





and delivery to job, average price about Is. 4d. to Is. 7d. 
per foot super. 
. PAINTS, &c. Dt 
s. d. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 ee : «. per gallon 05 5 
Belied tinant Oil ( id o e : § 
et percwt. 310 3 
Genuine White 
414 0 
Genuine Red Lead, tts 
Linseed Oil Putty ... hi<for3 
Size. XD quality’ 049 
T tine substitute can be obtained and prices vary 
to quality from 3/3 gallon upw: _ > 
s. 
Snowcem CEMENT PAINT ...... percwt. 216 0 
C.M.C, CAMOUFLAGE : PAINT BSeee o 216 0 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 
is thade to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may _— 


Grade Classification A 
Craftsmen. . 


A 

B 
Berwickshire ........A2 

Bridge of Allan ...... A 

A 

A 

A 

A 





Broughty Ferry ...... 
Clackmannanshi 

Doune 
Dunblane 
Dumbartonshire 
Dumfries 





Al A 
This town has its own rates : Fo rn 1/84 ; Carpenters, t/t: Y idines: 1/8 5 Plumbers 9; 





but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 
The information given in this table is copyright. 


1/104 {iio $B 
1/54 1/5 ilag ih 








Painters, 1/84 and Labourers, 1 


Rates of wages in England and Wales are ie on page 480 











VARNISHES, &c. 


Per gallon. 
£s. 4. 
Oak Varah visais <iaeswesss ovis Outside 016 0 
an: GO.  ccdsiiewhissdbw cided m 018 0 
Sine Catal, .os.0.<nenenedasdeae x ‘0 100 
Pe COOL: schwaied< sedigeisonss - $2.9 
Pale os Saunas dus dade nave a : < : 
Floor Vornish bong aghiueits dee Inside 1.28 0 
Fine Pale Paper> .....-...seeee i 100 
Fine Copal Cabinet ............ = 140 
Fine Copal Flatting .......... i 120 
Hard Drying Oak ...........+ MG 100 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .......- 's 1... 
Fine Copal Varnish ............ “ i326 
Pale es. cetekcseeunske pe 114 0 
Best Oi ie. +: jciem se s'0'0'04 019 Se ce a 146 
Best Japan Gold Size .......... s 114 6 
Best Black Japan .....ccccccecccccsevvcce 012 0 
Oak and Mahogany Stain oer 014 0 
Brunswick Black . 09 6 
Berlin Black ...... 016 0 
Knotting (patent) ..... 017 0 
French and Brush Polish. . 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .... 011 0 
Cuirass Black Enamel 09 0 
LEAD, &c. 

Per ton. 
_ Godtens in London.) £ d. 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 4 lb. and up ........ 35 10 0 
Pipe in coils ......ccccccccccccsccoccce 35 0 0 
Soil Pipe RS PA Ore ee 4010 0 
COMPO PAPO oc. ones cece ccccsncveccce 42 5 0 
Now Comanry delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 


under 3 cwt. 4/— per 










cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
—— 5 sowie 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 











Old te vad. London area, 
at Mill = . * eeeeece s- won felt 0.4 
The of 
ge Craftsmanship 
TEE EK. 


| Specify 


AYGEE 


Metal 
“Windows 
the 

Multi 


Casement 


AYGEE LTD * Metal Window Manufacturers 
and Light Steel Constructional Engineers 
100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, S.E.1 


Telephone: Waterloo 6314 (6 lines) 


ucpose 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—ALTERATIONS.—Plans __ pre- 
pared for alterations and additions at 
Nelson-st., the architects being R. J, 
Walker & Smith, 108, Douglas-st., Blyths- 
wood-sq., Glasgow. —Plans in hand for 
alterations and additions at Camden- pl., 
the architect being Thomas Cordiner, 
Old West George-st., Blythswood-sq., 


Glasgow. 

LANARKSH 1 RE.—ALTERATIONS.—Plans 
prepared for alterations and additions 
at Riddock Braes Farm, near Lesma- 
hagow, the: architects being James 
Davidson & Sons, Coatbridge. 

STONEHOUSE — AtrTeRATIoNns.—Plans 
prepared for alterations and additions by 
Hamilton & Son, 2, Angle-st., Stonehouse. 


a 








GLASS. 
ENGLISH SHEET GLAass IN CRATES OF STOCK 


ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY (O0.Q.) AND SELECTED 
LAZING QUALITY (S.Q.). 
I t By yo 
n sizes not ex in. lon 48 
‘ip an 4 ig or in. wide or 


18 oz. in = ft. cases 
24 oz. ,, 200 ft. 

26 oz. 
32 oz. ” 
24 oz. in 
26 oz. ,, 


Fluted, 21 oz. 
Enamelled, 18 oz. 
24 oz. 





ee SN REE ee 7}d. 

Tice according to size and substance for squares 
Tom stock. 

LISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT S. 


Extra 
cut 
N' 


Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
EE Er ere Sid. 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C. received per- 
mission of M.O.W.B. to proceed with re- 
moval of tramway tracks and reinstate 
carriageways.—E.C, propose painting and 
decorating work to schools. 

Ashby Woulds.—U.D.C. applying for 
sanction to borrow £1,800 for sewerage 
works. Plans by P. C. Woodhall, &., 
Council Offices, Moira, Burton-on-Trent. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. propose external 
painting of 99 houses. 

Burton Latimer.—U.D.C. acquired pro- 
perty for centralisation of administrative 
offices. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith, — R.D.C. propose 
adaptation of ‘‘ Eaves Hall” for evacuee 
hostel. 

Coventry.—E.C. to seek permission of 
B.E. and M.H. for completion of Dane-rd. 
secondary school buildings.—Two pre- 
fabricated buildings proposed at Whitley 
Abbey school site for extensions to Willen- 
hall C. of E. school.—Nursery classes 
proposed at Paradise and Wheatley-st. 
schools and rest centre building at Coun- 
don-st.—E,C. to adapt ‘‘ Elm Bank,” Stoke 
Park, for extenstons to Stoke Park school. 

Darlington.—_T, Summerson & Son to 
carry out additions to offices at York-st. 

Dukinfield.—T,C, propose painting of 
houses. 

Hereford.—T.C. approved :—Structural 
alterations to premises at Bewell-st. for 
Committee of Fifty Club. 

Leeds. — T,C. propose 
building at Rookwood-rd. 

Leicestershire.—C.C. War Agricultural 
Committee propose scheme of land drain- 
age at Burton Lazars at £1,591. 

Leyland.—Lancashire E.C. propose pre- 
fabricated buildings as extensions to 
Leyland senior school. 

London.—C.C. sanctioned expenditure 
of £11,740 for exterior painting of 81 edu- 
cational buildings. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved :—Rebuild- 
ing reinforced concrete staircase to Cor- 
poration flats, Collyhurst; works addi- 
tions, Ardwick, F.. Almond, architect, 16, 
Kennedy-st.; works additions, Blackley, 
C, Holmes, architect, 39, Well-st., Brad- 
ford, Yorks; works additions, Collyhurst, 
Sharp & Cowburn, architects, 40, South 
King-st., Deansgate; works additions, 
Gorton, H. Burke & Son, civil engineers, 
Green-la., Brook-st., Chorlton-on-Medlock ; 
eonversion of ‘‘George and Dragon” 
hotel, Red Bank and Cliff-st., for W. E. 
Cary, Ltd., Manchester; rebuilding por- 
tion of warehouse and offices, R. Martin 
(F.), architect, 90, Deansgate.—Watch 
Committee propose adaptation of pre- 
mises for police force. 

Middlesbrough.—T.C. to proceed with 
reconstruction of underground conveni- 
ence at Corporation-st. Plans by C. 
Gorman, B.E.—War-time nursery to be 
established at Settlement, Fletham, at 


prefabricated 


Morpeth.—T.C. to apply for M.H. sanc- 
tion to erect houses. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council to 
carry out interior painting at Whitton 
Towers, Rothbury.—City Council to con- 
vert residence near Penrith into rest 
centre. Sanitary fittings and sewage puri- 
fication works required. Plans by J. O. C. 
Solomon, City Property S. ; 
Niorth Shields.—W. Stockdale, Howard- 
st., North Shields, is architect for adap- 
tation of premises at Chirton Green. 
Quarry Bank.—Committee of Birch Cop- 
pice Methodist propose erection of new 
church. 
Rotherham.—R.D.C. propose war-time 
day nurseries at Dalton and Thrybergh. 
Shropshire.—C.C. decided to acquire 
* Rutland House,”’ Shrewsbury, for adap- 
tation for police purposes. ‘ 
Skelton.—U.D.C. to repair damaged out- 
fall sewer at Boosbeck. 
Sunderland.—Premises at girls’ high 
school to be converted into hostel by 
Y.W.C.A. at £1,000. 
Twickenham.—Plans passed by T.C. :— 
H. D. Moss, conversion to three flats of 
Vine House, Hampton Court-rd. 
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Warwickshire.—E.C. propose to erect 
additions to Hillmorton Paddox school. 

West Hartlepool.—Missions to Seamen 
to carry out alterations at Church-st. 

Windermere.—U.D.C. approved plans 
for sub-station. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Boston.—T.C. propose structural altera- 
tions to old Guildhall for conversion into 
B.R. Plans by D. G. Cockrill, B.S. 

Chadderton.—U.D.C. propose conversion 
of Busk school into B.R. Plans by F, W. 
Pexton, 8. 

Darlaston.—U.D.C. propose adaptation 
of premises at Westbourne-rd. for 
Plans by N. H. Hughes, S. 

Hereford.—T.C. approved :—Extensions 
to canteen and clocking office for Barronia 
Works, Lid. 

Lanarkshire.—At the colliery of Darn- 
ley Coal Co., Ltd., a canteen is to 
be erected, the architects heing George 
Arthur & Sons, 1, New Cross, Halleraig- 
ave., Airdrie. 

Leigh.—T.C. to submit scheme for erec- 
tion of building at Back Salford for B.R. 
Plans by T. A. Clare, B.S 

Northamptonshire.—C.C. propose com- 
munity cooking depots at Desborough and 
Earls Barton. 

Niorthumberland.—Hetherington & Wil- 
son, County-chambs., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
are architects for canteens at collieries. 

Twickenham.—B.E. submitted scheme 
for provision of civic restaurant at High- 
st., Whitton, at £1,760. 

West Hartlepool.—T.C. to establish B.R. 
geet toes Plans by F. Durkin, 


Rewashering of London Taps. 

With a view to minimising the waste of 
water, the Metropolitan Water Board have 
resolved to rewasher (i) draw taps and 
(ii) ball valves in storage cisterns only 
free of charge to the consumers, subject to 
certain conditions of access, etc. House- 
holders and others are invited to co- 
operate with the Board in the prevention 
of waste of water by reporting defects in 
fittings and leaky taps to the Distribution 
Engineer (Supplies), Metropolitan Water 
Board, New River. Head, Rosebery- 
avenue, Clerkenwell, E.C.1. 











IN PEACE: “Big Ben” Tubular 
Steel Scaffolding was acknow- 
ledged to be in the forefront as 
the most economical medium for 
scaffolding purposes. 


IN WAR: The many new uses 
to which “Big Ben” Tubular Steel 
Scaffolding has been adapted 
gives further proof of the effici- 
ency of design and manufacture. 


IN VICTORY: “Big Ben” 
Tubular Steel Scaffolding will 
assist in the rebuilding of better 
planned and more beautiful cities 
in the heart of the Empire. 














"Phone: Walton-on-Thames 614 and 615 


THE STEEL SCAFFOLDING Co., Ltd. 


23. OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 
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TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found 
under ‘‘A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Denotes accepted. , 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 
Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


met 


Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 
Blackley.—Works additions: *Russell 


Building and Contracting Co., Ltd., 165, 
Plymouth-gr., Longsight, Manchester 13. 
Cheetham. — Reconstruction of pre- 
mises: *R. Chorlton, 188, Oxford-rd., 
Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester 13. 

Cheshire. — (a) War time nursery, 
Northwich : *W. Forster & Son, North- 
wich, £2,125; (b) war time nursery, Wins- 
ford, for ©.C.: *J. Smallwood, Middle- 
wich, £2,116. 

Cheshire. — Erection of prefabricated 
building for war time day nursery, Run- 
corn, for C.C. E. M. Parkes (F.), County 
Architect, County Offices, The Castle, 
Chester: *J. G. Tisetes & Co., Main-st., 
Fredsham, via Warrington, £1,874. 

Consett.—Canteen at Derwent. colliery. 
J. J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., Blackhill, 
architect: *H, Ayton & Sons, George-st., 
Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Darlington. — Erection of lavatories at 
Dodsworth-st.: *Bussey & Armstrong, 
Brinkburn-rd., Darlington. 

Deptford.—Adaptation work at Gold- 
smiths’ College for provision of war-time 
day nursery for B.C. *J,.W. Ashdown, 
Ltd., 21, Besson-st., S.E.14, £615. 

Durham.—Day nursery: *G. Gradon & 
Son, North-rd., Durham. 

Ealing.—Joinery work at civic. restau- 
rant, for T.C.: *Messrs. W. J. Dickens, 
Ltd., £220. 

Glas ie ape gs at Stob College: 
John McNab, 129, Bath-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow; *MacCulloch & Co., Glasgow. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Pump-house and fire 
watchers’ house: *D. Glen, Back Queen’s- 
rd.. Jarrow-on-Tyne. 

QLondon (Air Ministryr. — Contracts 
placed to the value of £500 or over for 
week ended May 16:— 

Building work: Chapman, Lowry & 
Puttick, Haslemere. 

Civil engineering work: Percy Bilton, 
Ltd., London, W.1. 

Erection of structural steelwork: Tees 
Side Bridge & Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Middlesbrough. 

Building work: J. Cryer & Sons, Ltd., 
Fleetwood. 

Civil engineering work: A. M. Car- 
michael, Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Steelwork : Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow. 

General maintenance work: John Tin- 
line, Ltd., Bury; John Kemp, Whitstable; 
Alex Oastler, Dundee; G. & J. P. Gregory, 
Caernarvon. : 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. at week ended 
May 16 :— 

Northumberland: Building work, J. & 
T. Parker, Ltd., Sunderlan:], 

Cambs: Miscellaneous works, Balls & 
Partners, Cuffley, Herts. 

Northamptonshire: Hutting (erection), 
F. Jordans, Ltd., Northampton. 

Essex: Miscellaneous works, H. Smith 
& Son, Clacton-on-Sea. 

London: _ Miscellaneous works, G. 
Wood, Ltd., Hammersmith, W. 

London: Hutting (erection), Blow & 
Porters, St. Albans; G. Wood, Ld., Lon- 
don, 8.W.6. 

Surrey: Miscellaneous works, H. T. 
Hill & Sons, Hartley Wintney, Hamp- 
shire. 

Sussex: Miscellaneous works, Hoad & 
Taylor, Ltd., Horsham. 

Dorset: Hutting (erection), Mears 
Bros., Ltd., Sydenham, London, S.E. 

Co. Tvrone: Hutting (erection), J. & 
R. W. Taggart, Belfast; R. J. Campbell, 
Ltd., Belfast. 
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Manchester.—Works additions and con- 
sersion of building: *J. Riley & Son, 59, 
Forge-la., Manchester 11. 

Margate.—Painting of houses, for T.C. : 
*Baker & Son, £1,130 (156): *F. J. 
Doughty & Son, Ltd., £455 (50); *Opera- 
. Builders & Decorators, Ltd., £442 

Middlesbrough.—Street works, for T.C. 
C. Gorman, B.E.: *W. F. Richardson, 
The Mount, Ormesby, £1,014 

Newcastle- -under-Lyme.—War time day 
nursery at London- rd., Chesterton, for 
T.C. A. Cotton, B.S.: *Madew & Wardle, 
Ltd., Central Works, Lower-st., New- 
castle-under- Lyme. 

South Shields. — Rebuilding promires, 
for Northern Press, Ltd. : kh. B Brown 
Sons, Ltd., 24, Lord-st., South Shields. 

Stockton-on-Tees. — Painting of 50 
houses, for T.C.: *Direct labour. 

Sunderland, — Canteen, kitchen and 
dining-rooms, for Y.M.C.A.: *D. & J. 
Ranken, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Whitley Bay.—Alterations to slaughter- 
house, for U.D.C.: *Direct labour. 

Winchester.—External painting of 12 
houses, for R.D.C. A. J. R. Watts, Build- 
ing S., 45, Romsey-rd., Winchester: tC. 
Hammerton, Station-rd., Netley, £55 10s. 

Withington.—Additions to laundry, for 
Withington Laundry Co., Ltd.: *Hibbert 
& Penn, Ltd., Clwyd-av., Edgeley, Stock- 








‘UNITE FOR STRENGTH”’ 


MASTER 
BUILDERS 


ENROL NOW 


FEDERATION OF GREATER 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,250 
SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST ORGANISATION OF ITS KIND 


WRITE oR ‘PHone: SECRETARY, 
23. COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET.N.1. 
CAN 2041/2 


THE BUILDER 


NEW COMPANIES 


Tue particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 
Company Registration Agents, of 116 and 
117, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, from the docu- 
ments available at the Companies Registry. 


Youne & Lioyp, Lrp. (372830). Regd. 
Mar. 17. Bldrs., decorators, etc. Nom 
cap.: £100. Dits. to be appointed by 
the subs., Margaret L. Coates, Sylvia 
Marks, 69, Moorgate, E.C.2. 

E. J. Leepir, LD (373324). Regd. 
April 11. 34, Hunslet-lane, Leeds, 1 

nfrs. of and dlrs in samitary and 
plumbers’ fittings, etc. Nom. cap: 
£1,000. Dirs.: E. J. Leedle, N. Carr. 

Moat oF L&EDS, LTD (372829). Regd. 
Mar. 17. 58-62, Hunslet-rd., Leeds, 10. 
Bldrs. and decorators’ mchts, ets. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dirs.: H Moat and others.. 

TIVERTON BUILDERS, LTD. (373395). 
Regd. April 15. Nom. cap.: £6,000. 
Dirs.: M. L. Hill, Knightshayes Estate 
Office, Tiverton; R. G. Grater, W. 
Marshall, S. J. Harvey, and V. J. Broom- 
field. 

WestcoTT, STANLEY & 
(373438). Regd. April 17. 52, Chancery- 
lane, W.C.2 Building and demolition 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Dirs.: R. H. Westcott, B. J. Stanley, 
and J. Stanley. 

H. Cuiynes, Lt . 
45a, Culver-st., Colchester, 
tractors, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap: 
Dir.: J. Pelerman .. 

HANStEY & CO., LTD. (373453). 
April 18. 158, City-rd., E.C.1. Bldrs., 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000 
Dirs.: W. Ross and A. L. Hansley. 

A. P. Parmer (CaNnNocH), Lrp. (373480). 
Regd. April 21. 95a, High Green, Can- 
nock, Staffs. Contractors, excavators, 
drainage sencianiets, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: 

BELLMAN CONSTRUCTION CO., LAD. 
(373532). Regd. April 23. 19, Coleman-st., 
E.C.2. Bildrs., constructional —— 
ete. Nom. cap. £10,000 Dirs. s 
Bellman, 38, Cornwall: gardens, 8.W.7. 
(permt.) and V. C. Bellman. 


STANLEY, LTD. 


(373449). Regd. April 18. 
ssex. Con- 
£500 


Regd. 











Boyle’s -si-rump Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 








AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 6133 
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HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


WRIGHTS IMPROVED ANDALSO 
SHORLAND'S PATENT WARM — 
TING DATT 


GEO. WRIGHT (LONDON)LTS 
tO NEWMAN ST. OXFORD ST. LONDON.W.0 | 
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Swyer & Co., LTD. (372620) 

Regd. April _ Bldrs., decorators, etc. 

Nom. cap. 1,000. Permt. dirs.: L. 

Ross, m Sarr and J. C. Mather, 7, Sun- 
E.C.2. 


st. 


Ross, 


CLARK (ERECTORS), LTD. (373627). Regd. 
April 29. 79a, Taylorson-st., Salford, 5. 
ym bldrs., carmen, ete. Nom. cap. : 
ag Dirs, : J. A. Clark, 61, Palmerston- 
Moss Side, Manchester ,and E. Clark. 
me RAWLINSON, LTD. (373632). Reg. 
April ee Bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £3,000. Dir.: Rawlinson, 2, 
Wostfield. rd, Cottingham, E. Yorks. 

T. W. J. Lap. (373716). Regd. May 1. 
Bldrs.’ and decorators’ mchts., ete. Nom. 
cap.: £100. Dirs. to be apptd. by subs. 
Subs.: C. ‘. Walker, 4, Berners-st., W.1. 
(acet.) and C . B. Buttner. 





THE 
LONDON & 
LANCASHIhE 


?-NSURANCE C® 


Lt 


INSURANCES ON 
BUILDINGS in course of ERECTION 


LOWEST RATES 


Head Offices: 
155, LEADENHALL ST., LONDON, E.C.2 
45, DALE STREET, LIVERPOOL 


Chief Administration : 
7, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C. 


BUY BRITISH 


FLOORINGS 


WOOD BLOCK PARQUET 
SOLID T&G HARDWOOD 
PANELLING 
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also at 


"Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (6 lines). 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


BUILDING AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


"Grams: “Taywood, Southall.” 
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